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Publisher’s

It’s with a heavy heart for us to declare that
brand Africa is under siege. A highly
reputable annual survey, Brand Africa (led
by one of Africa’s foremost thought leaders
on competitive identity, Thebe Ikalafeng),
has found that only fourteen percent of the
most popular brands consumed in Africa are
home grown – that is, those that are
produced and owned by Africans. This is
regrettable. What is worse about this paltry
figure is that it’s a six percent decline from
last year’s twenty percent!

Then the annual statistics released by the
Bretton Woods institutions - namely, the
World Bank (WB) and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) – have said the intra-
African trade is sitting at fourteen percent.
The number fourteen seems to be a curse
for the continent! This means 86% of
Africa’s trade with the other continents.

Jambo
Hello, dearest readers…

Welcome to our second edition of Jambo
Africa Online – your first home-grown and
Africa-based digital publication that aims to
provide information on the continental
economies as we march towards an
integrated free trade area.

This, dear readers, is what has motivated
us in launching this publication. simply
demands of us to support the accelerated
implementation of the Africa Continental
Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA).

Comment
How will the AfCFTA benefit us. “Made in
Africa” is our answer. All our products and
services, from the home-grown intellectual
properties, have to be the drivers of our
economies. By brand positioning these
services and products and placing them at top
of mind of Africa’s consumers, the awareness
and loyalty to these brands among the
customers will definitely increase. We should
without any shame and doubt encourage our
consumers to buy "Made in Africa. This will in
no way transgress the rules and regulations
laid down by the World Trade Organisation.
This is about pride in what we do and who we
are.

Borrowing from Socrates, we have to know
that “the way to gain a reputation is to
endeavour to be what you desire to appear...”
We can’t pretend to be truly African if we are
not affirming our own producers and
manufacturers. We have to first worship our
home-grown brands.

Our brand positioning shouldn’t be based on
the “back to our roots” epistemology; without
necessarily undermining our heritage, it should
discard the infantile over-reliance on ethnic
symbolism; yes such post-modernist
positioning should consciously and deliberately
move away from perpetuating ‘Tarzanism’ and
its “jungle of Africa” stereotypes. But should
communicate the current “transvergent”
culture as articulated by Vipin Gupta that
represents Africa’s new personality. Stuart Hall

But producers and manufacturers have to
budget for their products to be promoted. I
usually say to South Africa enterpreneurs that
technically Coca Cola doesn’t face serious
competition since the demise of Pepsi in the
local market in the 1990s, and yet it
advertises its products every day.

argued we should celebrate ”what we
have become” as fully-fleshed members
of the global community. This, he said,
it’s appreciation of the “culture dialectic”.

To say our arrival as Brandhill Africa (Pty)
Ltd has been welcoming will be a gross
understatement. Our Editor alludes to
this in his Editorial Comment. From my
desk I can confirm that I have received
many notable invitations from across the
continent as a speaker. First it was at the
Chamber for Tourism Industry Ghana in
August. This was followed by the
Infrastructure Leading Change’s
conference on “Africa infrastructure
collaboration/international trade” in
September.

Then the next few weeks will be busier. I
will be speaking at several virtual
conferences. These are the 7th Edition of
the African Entrepreneurs Conference on
26 and 27 November organized by
African Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Centre (AIEC). Then two others are the
one by African Network for Evidence-to-
Action in Disability (AfriNEAD) on 1 and 2
December hosted by the University of
Stellenbosch. Then back to back to this
will be the Africa Women Innovation &
Entrepreneurship Forum on 2 and 3
December.

Celebrating the easing of the lockdown
regulations will be the conference In
Cape Town from the 6th to the 8th of
October during the first week of October.
I’m privileged to be one of the panelists
in which we will de/construct brand
Africa. Aptly dubbed the “Africa Brand
Summit”, it’s annually convened by that
visionary leader, Solly Moeng. The
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Dear readers and all our stakeholders, it
gives me great pleasure to welcome onboard
our newly-established Editorial Advisory
Board. Chaired by Dr Thami Mazwai, a
celebrated advocate for entrepreneurship
development and a veteran publisher; its
members are Prof Tshimpaka Yanga, an
academic at the University of Lumumbashi in
the DRC; Ms Angela Akua Asante, a veteran
television commentator and an accomplished
media personality in Ghana; Francois
Fouche, an avid economic researcher
attached to the North West University; and
yours truly as the Publisher.

Till next time.

Be part of our history. Take a ride with us as
a reader, advertiser, sponsor and partner!
Call us, text us…

Publisher
Saul Molobi

These major conferences we associate
ourselves with are building the momentum
towards our inaugural virtual conference on
the 9th and 10th of December. Ours will be
known as Biashara Services and Products
Africa (BiSPA). Adapted from the kiSwahili
word, “biashara” meaning trade or
commerce, the conference will put a
spotlight on Africa’s home-grown services
and products while at the same time
assessing the continent’s readiness to
implement the AfCFTA from 1 January 2021.

The conference is one of the multiple touch
points we will be launching to compliment
the Jambo Africa Online brand.

speakers include Prof PLO Lumumba, Prof
Thuli Madonsela, Sisa Ntshona and many
other luminaries. My presentation will be on
the role played by branding in economic
development.
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As the saying goes, 'a journey of a million
miles begins with the first step'. Our first
edition has, indeed, been an inspiring step
for Jambo Africa Online.

Welcome to the second edition of Jambo
Africa Online!

Walk with us as we take more steps going
forward. Help us navigate the curved and
straight roads, the rivers and rivulets, the
hills and hillocks, as well as the cloudy
and sunny skies.

In Africa, it is one's duty to be thankful for
what another human being has done for
them. One does not imprison their
thoughts of thankfulness, but shares them
with those to whom one is thankful. On
behalf of the staff at Jambo Africa Online
we say - Asante sana (thank you very
much) - for the overwhelming support
that you gave us when we launched and

No amount of words can be able to
quantify our gratefulness for the many
messages of support and request from
across the African continent and the
entire globe. Their cheers, compliments,
comments and the rave reviews have
spurred us to work even harder.

In 1985, Steve Kekana, used his artistic
wizardry to amplify this message with his
song, "I love you Africa". This multi-award
winning South African muso told the world
that all that Africans needed was "right

20 years later Thomas Sankara of Burkina
Faso echoed this when he emphasised
that Africa’s land possessed enough to
support all her people's needs. Sankara
emphasised the need for people to wake
up from slumber by organising themselves
to avoid being relegated to the status of
perpetual beggars.

African leaders, during different phases of
history, have always expressed the need
for continental collaboration. 57 years
ago, former Ghanaian President Dr Kwame
Nkrumah, envisaged a politically
independent Africa that would take full
control of the socio-economic levers of
power from the colonisers. The iconic
speech that he gave on the eve of the
launch of the then Organisation of African
Unity (OAU) had foresight, still serves as
a lesson and a point of reference for even
today. That visionary speech was aimed at
putting Africa where it belonged - at the
top! He was confident this continent was
set to utilise its full capacity to reach its
destiny. He called for the creation of a
"common market for Africa, an African
currency, an African monetary zone and
an African central bank". This, in close
scrutiny, was one of the precursors to the
creation of the African Continental Trade
Free Area (AfCTFA) as its accuracy still
reverberates in all manner of ways in
providing solutions to Africa's challenges.

published our first edition.Editor's Notes

There has been global Economic
expansion over the past four decades with
gains skewdly distributed. Africa has been
the greatest victim. Businesspersons from
across the world are still enjoying a huge
chunk of the African market. A recent
report shows that brands from outside
Africa account for a staggering 86% of the
most admired brands in the continent.
The top 3 of that group is made up of
Nike, Adidas and Samsung in that order.
Bringing cut and paste products to an
unsuspecting African, other global
businesses based elsewhere outside Africa
are still salivating at the prospects of also
participating in this dominance.

The setting up of the AfCTFA is no longer
a prophecy but a definite. One of the key
tenets of the AfCTFA drive is to
operationalise the rules of origin principle
for the continent. This will ensure that
what goes around the African market is
made in Africa, by Africans for Africans
with the global market being a further
customer base. The management of this
exclusive preference is key to ensuring
the success of this agreement as its
implementation is at a country level.
Countries must strictly adhere to the
prescriptions that go with it. Citizens in
these countries must also realise the
pivotal role that they have to play in
ensuring that this happens. It means we
all need to demonstrate a unanimous
state of mind that does not compromise
our bias towards Africa and her products
as well as services.

We have to pose questions about the
current status of intra-African trade
which currently sits at 14%. It is dwarfed
by similar comparison to other continents
with Europe sitting at 69%, Asia with 59%
and North America standing on 31%.

here in Africa" when the cruel Apartheid
machinery was at its fiercest.

Our common market, through the AfCFTA
is allowing Africa to trade with herself.

Play your part in defining a new normal
whose value chains is completely biased
towards fulfilling the African cause.

Francois Fouche
gives an account on
how the economic
landscape looks like
in the post COVID-
19 “new normal”.

In this edition, we shall cover the above
but you can also take some time and read
about how Nigeria got rid of the many
Coup d'etats that seemed to be occurring
almost every five years. Nigeria went
through over nine military coups before
1999. Read Former
Nigerian President
Olusegun
Obasanjo’s account
on why he fired 58
Nigerian army
senior officers in
one day.

African products and services must take a
deliberate and predictable centre stage in
the African market through overtly biased
efforts.

The talk of a “new
normal" is one that lacks a definition
because no one knows exactly what this
will ultimately look like. What part, as
Africans, can we play in giving it
character. Master KG, with his addictive
Jerusalema track, is currently leading
the definition of this new normal on a
musical front. Children, youth, elders,
doctors, Presidents and everybody else
are dancing tirelessly inspired by this
African talent. Africans using their various
talents, skills and abilities have a chance
to define this new normal.

Harambee!

.It is also befitting for
the African heads of
states to have AfCTFA
headquartered in Accra
as the vision of an
Africa united in efforts
was what Nkrumah
stood for...

Andile Msindwana

Editor
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Jambo Africa Online is a premier pan-African multimedia
platform aimed at those committed to making valuable
contributions to the growth, renewal and transformation of our
continent’s economic landscape and deriving maximum value out
of the implementation of the Africa Continental Free Trade
Agreement (AfCFTA).

An offspring of the African Union (AU), established by 55 member
states and ratified by over 30 countries, AfCFTA will be
operationalised from the 1st of January 2021 creating the biggest
Free Trade Zone globally with over 1.3 billion consumers!

As Africa asserts herself to create a single market, Jambo Africa
Online provides:

A genuinely valuable source of information to a huge captive
audience of powerful investors, key decision makers in the public
and private sectors, policy makers, captains of industry, business
chambers, diplomatic corps, academic think tanks AS WELL AS
individual entrepreneurs.

In-depth ANALYSES of common issues, methods and practical
experiences INCLUDING present in-depth research and case
histories which have tangible practical value.

A sublime opportunity to cover key issues, campaigns, events,
products, services, management and best practices.

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR distinguished contributors TO OPINE
INSOFAR as MATTERS RELATED TO improving efficiency, efficacy
and effectiveness ACROSS the continent in line with the rising
expectations.

Advertising opportunities FOR PRODUCT AND SERVICE PROVIDERS

IN LINE WITH THE RULES OF ORIGIN AND RELAXATION OF
TARIFFS GUIDING THE TRADE ZONE, Jambo Africa Online is biased
towards efforts aimed at creating a continental economy that is
serviced by products made in Africa, by Africa and for the benefit
of all Africans with the world forming part of the customer base.

This is a platform to brand position Africa’s products and services
to compete successfully against foreign brands imported into the
continent.

nardine.nelson@brandhillafrica.com or the following Ad Sales Managers:
1. junior.danamwa@brandhillafrica.com

2. tsepo.nofemele@brandhillafrica.com

For more information on partnerships, please send an email to

Nardine Nelson, Executive Head: Media Sales & Sponsorships, at

RESEACH. INNOVATE. RE/ENGINEER-
a competitive identity and public diplomacy agency

TM
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in Africa

Ending coups
in Africa

I joined one of the three political parties,
the People’s Democratic Party. Since the
advent of the military in the political life
of Nigeria, there had been debate on how
to put an end to the recurrence and
persistence of coup d’etat. Coups had
become more and more destructive and
destabilising. No matter the excuses, they
had a major negative impact on
democracy, governance and unity of the
country. Nigeria needed to put an end to
its perpetual coups.

Abubakar Abdulsalami, who succeeded
Abacha, lost no time in releasing political
prisoners and created a conducive
atmosphere for Nigerian exiles to return
home. He also opened the way for
another attempt at democratic
dispensation. It was in this new
democratic experiment that I was
persuaded to contest for the presidency
of Nigeria.

The often prescribed solution of
specifically putting a ban on coups in the
constitution was not the answer. A coup is
treason punishable by death only if it
fails, and yet it puts the plotter in the
State House if it succeeds. It was a
destructive and destabilising practi e,c
wasteful for the military itself, and
undermining in terms of discipline, good
order and military conduct.

A junior officer takes a gun and looks at
his political boss and senior officers
through its sights, bumps them off and
puts himself in the State House. He
instantly becomes superior to all political

Jambo Africa explores apersonal
reflection on Nigeria by Olusegun
Obasanjo, former Nigerian head of state.
In his words:

The military’s intervention in Nigerian
politics in January 1966 went on like
musical chairs for 33 years, fouling the
political air, causing instability and
uncertainty, causing destruction of lives
and properties, resulting in a civil war
and leaving the country divided
internally and isolated externally.

I for international intervention,f it wasn't
we would have been killed. All the same,
Chief MKO Abiola, who was considered
the winner of the aborted election of 12
June 1993, died in jail.

Nigeria was impoverished economically,
politically, intellectually and culturally. It
became a pariah state. Nigerians
deserted in droves and sought refuge all
over the world. Nigeria was left
prostrate. Those who raised their voices
were either assassinated or put in jail,
myself and my second-in-command as
military head of state, Shehu Yar’ Adua,
included. We were arrested for a
phantom coup and sentenced to long
imprisonment.

The sudden death of Abiola was
providential, opening the gates of
prisons and political reform, reversing
the exodus out of Nigeria. General

This peaked when General Sani Abacha
ruthlessly and recklessly pursued his
programme of self-succession and life-
presidency.
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Obasanjo retired 93 military officers in one day and brought an end to coups in
Nigeria

and military officers. Such was the
situation existing in Nigeria between 1966
and 1999.

On assuming office as president, I
decided to put an end to these incessant
coups. I asked the military to submit the
list of all officers who had either
participated in the past or benefited in the
dividends of coups by being appointed to
political office as governors or ministers.

Not knowing what the list was meant for,
the military faithfully compiled it and
submitted it to me as the commander-in-
chief and chairman of council of each of
the arms of service. Ninety-three officers
in all were given six hours’ notice of
retirement on a Friday, and ordered not to
spend the Friday night in uniform or

barracks to prevent adverse reaction.

The following Monday, the service councils
met to ratify the retirement of all the
officers. From my vantage position and
background as a battle-tested and war-
victorious general, I knew that an officer
out of uniform and barracks is like a fish
out of water, and their power and
influence would be greatly diminished.

The retirement of these 93 officers all in
one day was salutary. It meant that
taking part in a coup or benefiting from
one could catch up with you, no matter
how long it would take, and for as long as
you are alive. Their retirement did not
stand in the way of any of them entering
public life or making progress in it. Some
of them later entered politics and became

This is an extract from “Making Africa
Work: A handbook for Economic
Success” by Greg Mills, Oluse ung
Obasanjo, Jeffrey Herbst and Dickie
Davis, published by the Cape Town-
based Tafelberg Publishers.

elected governors; some went into
parliament; others got appointed as
ministers or ambassadors. The idea was
not to punish them for life but to exclude
them from positions in the military where
they could be coup planners, coup
plotters, coups executors or coup
beneficiaries. And once an officer has
tasted the trappings of a political life, of
living in a government house, with free
food and so on, he would easily look for
excuses to want more if he is in a
position to make it happen.

It has neither been easy nor perfect, but
there are improvements and evidence of
learning among the political class. Any
bad signs and misconduct would have to
be carefully monitored. For those
countries with similar experiences to
Nigeria’s, there is a need to find an
effective and relatively painless way of
curbing the indidence of coups and
corruption by the military.

The fact that since 1999 there has not
been a coup or an attempted coup in
Nigeria speaks of the effectiveness of the
measures taken to put an end to the
destabilising influence of coups on the
political life and dispensation of Nigeria.
Before 1999, and since independence,
the longest that a democratic
dispensation had lasted was six years –
from 1960 to 1966.
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The AfCFTA:
Opportunities and threats1.How has intraregional trade in

Africa evolved over time and how does it
differ from Africa’s international trade?
What does the experience of the African
subregional economic communities
suggest about the continent’s potential to
integrate further?

Intraregional trade in Africa has expanded
rapidly, and a few regional hubs dominate
relatively well diversified trade flows.
Intraregional imports, as a share of total
imports, almost tripled over the past two
decades to 12–14%, or about US$100
billion, as several new subregional
economic communities (RECs) boosted
trade in the region.

3.How will the AfCFTA affect welfare,
income distribution, and the fiscal
revenue of African countries?

A pre-pandemic study by the IMF
highlighted the potential benefits and
challenges of implementing the AfCFTA
for African countries. It focused on
answering 3 primary questions:

2.What is the potential impact of the
AfCFTA on intraregional trade, and what
policies are needed to foster further
regional trade integration? and

Finding from the analysis in a
nutshell

Our editorial Correspondent, Francois
Fouche, evaluates the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) study that outlines
the opportunities accruing from
implementing the AfCFTA but also
outlines the potential pitfalls…

In 2017, three-quarters of African
intraregional trade took place within the
main subregional communities. In the
process, regional trade hubs emerged,
such as Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Senegal,

Despite this expansion, significant
opportunities for further regional trade
integration lie ahead. After controlling the
lower levels of income and economic size
and generally longer distances compared
with other regions, African countries’
particular features appear to limit their
ability to trade (compared with countries
in other regions). Some of these features
are structural and would require a long-
term commitment to change. Others are
the result of policy, such as tariffs, trade
regulations, and regulatory requirements,
and their removal would boost regional
integration.

Opportunities to expand intraregional

and South Africa (see IMF 2015). Unlike
exports to the rest of the world,
intraregional trade flows are relatively
diversified, contain higher value-added
goods than exports to the rest of the
world, and include a sizable share of
manufactured products (for example,
motor vehicles and clothing). Tariffs and, more important, nontariff

bottlenecks are currently limiting
intraregional trade integration. The
experience of the subregional economic
communities suggests that reducing
tariffs alone is not sufficient to boost
intraregional trade. Poor trade logistics
and, to a lesser extent, infrastructure are
major obstacles to further trade
integration in the region. These
bottlenecks are particularly important for
landlocked and low-income countries.

trade are particularly sizable for some
agriculture-related commodities (for
example, food products) and
manufacturing industries, as well as in
some African subregional economic
communities that trade significantly less
than their peers.

Removing trade barriers to foster
intraregional trade may unevenly affect
countries in the region . Fiscal revenues
losses from lower tariffs are likely to be
limited, on average, but they may be
significant in a few countries that still

What does this mean?

apply high export tariffs. Moreover,
deeper trade integration can have
adverse effects on countries’ income
distribution, particularly in countries with
more diversified economies and large
shares of skilled labour. However, these
effects are limited in size as large
informality in the economy, while
increasing overall inequality, isolates
some segments of the population from
the short-term effects of trade flows.
Moreover, these effects tend to fade away
over time.

Findings from the same IMF analysis
imply that the AfCFTA could significantly
boost intraregional trade in Africa if both

Finally, small countries, that have more
diversified economies and established
regional trade hubs, already open to
international competition, are likely to
benefit more from deeper regional
integration than economies dominated by
agriculture and natural resources.
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tariffs and nontariff policy levers are
used. Tariff reductions should be
comprehensive to have significant effects
on intraregional trade flows. Eliminating
tariffs on 90% of existing intraregional
trade flows – the most ambitious target
under the AfCFTA – would increase
regional trade by about 16%, or US$16
billion, over time. Tariff reductions should
be complemented with policies addressing
nontariff bottlenecks.

Even small improvements in addressing
such bottlenecks are likely to have sizable
effects. Improving trade logistics, such as
customs services, and addressing poor

infrastructure could be up to 4x more
effective in boosting trade than tariff
reductions. Moreover, reducing nontariff
obstacles to trade would improve the
effectiveness of tariff reductions in
boosting trade, especially in landlocked
and low-income countries.

Therefore, policies to reduce nontariff
bottlenecks, particularly poor trade
logistics and infrastructure, should be at
the centre of the effort to foster deeper
trade integration in Africa.
To ensure that the benefits of regional
trade integration are shared by all,
policies should be put in place to address

the adjustment costs that integration
may entail. For less-diversified and
agriculture-based economies, trade
policies should be combined with
structural reforms to improve
agricultural productivity and strengthen
the competitive advantage of these
economies. In some countries, measures
to mobilise domestic revenues are
needed to mitigate the expected
revenue losses from tariff reductions
(IMF 2018b).

The temporary adverse effects of trade
liberalisation on income distribution
need to be tempered—particularly in
countries with more diversified
economies —through targeted social (for
example, income support) and training
programs to ease worker mobility across
firms and industries and promote
employment (IMF 2017a).
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Official Website - http://www.ceeac-eccas.org

development projects in Member States.
Such projects include intra-community
road construction and
telecommunications; and agricultural,
energy and water resources development.
ECOWAS countries are:

The buildings blocks of
the continent: Regional
economic bodies

We are beginning a series to introduce two African regional
economic blocs per edition. In this edition, the African Union
provides us with overviews of the Economic Community for the
West African States (ECOWAS) and the Economic Community for
the Central African States (ECCAS)...

Official website -
http://www.comm.ecowas.int

The Institutions of the Economic
Community Of West African States
(ECOWAS) are as follows:

� The Community Parliament

The Economic Community Of West
African States (ECOWAS) is a regional
group of fifteen countries, founded in
1975. Its mission is to promote economic
integration in "all fields of economic
activity, particularly industry, transport,
telecommunications, energy, agriculture,
natural resources, commerce, monetary
and financial questions, social and
cultural matters ...’

� The Commission

� The Community Court OF Justice

The ECOWAS Commission and the
ECOWAS Bank for Investment and
Development, more often called The
Fund are its two main institutions
designed to implement policies, pursue a
number of programmes and carry out

� ECOWAS Bank for Investment and
Development (EBID)

� Cape Verde,

� Mali,

At a summit meeting in December 1981,
the leaders of the Central African
Customs and Economic Union (UDEAC)
agreed in principle to form a wider
economic community of Central African
states. ECCAS was established on 18
October 1983 by the UDEAC members

� Benin and

� Nigerian Bissau

ECCAS

� Sierra Leone
� Senegal,

� Ghana

� Ivory Coast
� Guinea

� Senegal
� Niger
� Burkina Faso

� Togo

and the members of the Economic
Community of the Great Lakes States
(CEPGL) (Burundi, Rwanda and the then
Zaire) as well as Sao Tomé and Principe.
Angola remained an observer until 1999,
when it became a full member.

ECCAS began functioning in 1985, but
was inactive for several years because of
financial difficulties (non-payment of
membership fees) and the conflict in the
Great Lakes area. The war in the DRC was
particularly divisive, as Rwanda and
Angola fought on opposing sides. ECCAS
has been designated a pillar of the
African Economic Community (AEC), but
formal contact between the AEC and
ECCAS was only established in October
1999 due to the inactivity of ECCAS since
1992 (ECCAS signed the Protocol on
Relations between the AEC and the
Regional Economic Communities in
October 1999). The AEC again confirmed
the importance of ECCAS as the major
economic community in Central Africa at
the third preparatory meeting of its
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in
June 1999.

Presided over by President Pierre Buyoya
of Burundi, the 2nd Extra-Ordinary
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The 10th Ordinary Session of Heads of
State and Government took place in
Malabo in June 2002. This Summit
decided to adopt a protocol on the
establishment of a Network of
Parliamentarians of Central Africa
(REPAC) and to adopt the standing orders
of the Council for Peace and Security in
Central Africa (COPAX), including the
Defence and Security Commission (CDC),
Multinational Force of Central Africa
(FOMAC) and the Early Warning
Mechanism of Central Africa (MARAC).
Rwanda was also officially welcomed upon
its return as a full
member of ECCAS.

The 11th Ordinary Session of Heads of
State and Government in Brazzaville
during January 2004 welcomed the fact
that the Protocol Relating to the
Establishment of a Mutual Security Pact
in Central Africa (COPAX) had received
the required number of ratifications to
enter into force. The Summit also adopted
a declaration on the implementation of
NEPAD in Central Africa as well as a
declaration on gender equality.

evaluate the contributions due by
member states; and the salaries and
salary structures of employees of the
secretariat;

Convene an extra-ordinary
meeting of the Council of Ministers as
soon as possible to evaluate the
recommendations of UNECA; the Council
should then draw up proposals for a new
administrative structure for the
secretariat and revisedcontributions due
by each member state.

Summit of ECCAS was held in Libreville
on 6 February 1998. The Heads of
State/Government present at the
summit committed themselves to the
resurrection of the organisation. The
Prime Minister of Angola also indicated
that his country would become a fully-
fledged member.

The summit approved a budget of 10
million French Francs for 1998 and
requested the Secretariat to:

obtain assistance from UNECA to
evaluate the operational activities of the
secretariat;

The summit also requested countries in
the region to find lasting and peaceful
solutions to their political problems. The
chairman also appealed to member
countries to support the complete lifting
of the embargo placed on his country.
During the inauguration of President
Bongo of Gabon on 21 January 1999, a
mini-summit of ECCAS leaders was held.
The leaders discussed problems
concerning thefunctioning of ECCAS and
the creation of a third Deputy Secretary-
General post, designated for Angola.
Angola formally joined the Community
during this summit.
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Compiled by Francois Fouche
News in Brief

According to the report, the primary
sector declined by 59%. wasAgriculture
the only positive contributor, increasing
by 15%, while mining decreased by 73%.

T sector declined by 40% ashe tertiary
trade, transport, finance & government
decreased.

Household spending on most products
declined in , in linethe second quarter
with the closure of hotels, restaurants,
transport services, recreational facilities
and many stores.

The US isn’t spared too

Consumers spent more on
communication. Cut off from family and
friends – and having to suddenly work
and study from home – many consumers
increased their spending on
communication services.

The devastating economic impact of the
pandemic in the United States of Ameeica
( A) isUS pushing increasing numbers of
young people to move back in with their

The secondary sector decreased by
72%, dragged lower by manufacturing,
electricity & construction.

A steep slump in SA’s GDP
South Africa’s quarterly GDP numbers

released by StatsSA showed, as expected,
that major economic challenge.it was a

Steep slump in GDP as COVID-19 takes
its toll on the economy.

SA economy contracted by 51% in the
second quarter of 2020, measured
annually.

parents.
Recently released Pew Research Center

analysis found that 52% of Americans
aged between 18 - 29 now live with a
parent, the highest share recorded since
the Great Depression era. figureThat
looked set to rise even further as an
estimated 30 - 40 million people across
the US were thought to be at risk of
eviction.

The highest historical value was
previous recorded in the 1940 census
towards the end of the end of the Great
Depression when 48% of young adults
lived with a parent.

Is the American Dream fading away?
The economists are arguing American
Dream is getting harder to achieve. 04
years ago, nearly all middle-class
Americans earned more than their
parents at 30. Now they have just a 45%
chance of doing so.

A contraction in global trade in services
caused by the current pandemic is
showing signs of bottoming out, the World
Trade Organization (WTO) said as its
trade barometer index fell to a record low.

The WTO's trade barometer for
services, is published twice a year,which
fell to 95.6 points from the 96.8 reading

Now that the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has moved to
provide tenants with protection until the
end of this year, the likelihood of a
catastrophic homelessness crisis has
subsided, temporarily at least.

The services industry is bleeding

The share of young adults currently
living with their parents is higher than
any previous measurement recorded in
surveys.
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For more info, visit: www.demarcation.org.za

Municipal Demarcation Board is an independent
authority responsible for the determination of
municipal boundaries. The Board’s status as an
independent authority is also protected by section
3 of The Local Government: Municipal
Demarcation Act, 1998 and various judgments by
the Constitutional Court.

South African Constitution mandates the Board to:

• Determine and redetermine municipal
boundaries.

• Consider the capacity of district and local
municipalities to perform their function and
exercise their powers.

• Delimit wards independently using sections
155(3)(b) and 157(4)(a)

• Render an advisory service in respect of such
matters.

09 & 10 December 2020
1pm - 4pm CAT (+2)



In this series, we
will be publishing
the iconic speeches
by our forebears
that laid the
foundations for the
Africa we want.

We launch it with the
ground breaking
speech by President
Kwame Nkrumah of
Ghana on the eve of
the launch of the
Organisation for
African Unity
(rebranded the African
Union in 2002) on 24
May 1963 in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia.

In this series, we
will be publishing
the iconic speeches
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that laid the
foundations for the
Africa we want.

We launch it with the
ground breaking
speech by President
Kwame Nkrumah of
Ghana on the eve of
the launch of the
Organisation for
African Unity
(rebranded the African
Union in 2002) on 24
May 1963 in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia.
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As a continent we have emerged into
independence in a different age, with
imperialism grown stronger, more
ruthless and experienced, and more
dangerous in its international
associations. Our economic advancement
demands the end of colonialist and neo-
colonialist domination in Africa.

The unity of our continent, no less than
our separate independence, will be
delayed if, indeed, we do not lose it, by
hobnobbing with colonialism. African
Unity is, above all, a political kingdom

From the start, we have been
threatened with frustration where rapid
change is imperative and with instability
where sustained effort and ordered rule
are indispensable.

No sporadic act nor pious resolution
can resolve our present problems.
Nothing will be of avail, except the united
act of a united Africa. We have already
reached, the stage where we must unite
or sink into that condition which has
made Latin America the unwilling and
distressed prey of imperialism after one
and a half centuries of political
independence.

right to conduct our own economic and
social affairs; to construct our society
according to our aspirations,
unhampered by crushing and humiliating
neo-colonialist controls and interference.

But just as we understood that the
shaping of our national destinies required
of each of us our political independence
and bent all our strength to this
attainment, so we must recognise that
our economic independence resides in
our African union and requires the same
concentration upon the political
achievement.

The increase in our number in this
short space of time is open testimony to
the indomitable and irresistible surge of
our peoples for independence. It is also a
token of the revolutionary speed of world
events in the latter half of this century.
In the task which is before us of unifying
our continent we must fall in with that
pace or be leftbehind. The task cannot be
attached in the tempo of any other age
than our own. To fall behind the
unprecedented momentum of actions
and events in our time will be to court
failure and our own undoing.

A whole continent has imposed a
mandate upon us to lay the foundation of
our Union at this Conference. It is our
responsibility to execute this mandate by
creating here and now the formula upon
which the requisite superstructure may
be erected.

At the first gathering of African Heads
of State, to which I had the honour of
playing host, there were representatives
of eight independent States only. Today,
five years later, we meet as the
representatives of no less than thirty-two
States, the guests of His Imperial
Majesty, Haile Selassie, the First, and the
Government and people of Ethiopia. To
His Imperial Majesty, I wish to express,
on behalf of the Government and people
of Ghana my deep appreciation for a
most cordial welcome and generous
hospitality.

Kwame Nkrumah delivering a speech

On this continent, it has not taken us
long to discover that the struggle against
colonialism does not end with the
attainment of national independence.
Independence is only the prelude to a
new and more involved struggle for the
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which can only be gained by political
means. The social and economic
development of Africa will come only
within the political kingdom, not the
other way around. The United States of
America, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, were the political decisions of
revolutionary peoples before they
became mighty realities of social power
and material wealth.

How, except by our united efforts, will
the richest and still enslaved parts of our
continent be freed from colonial
occupation and become available to us
for the total development of our
continent? Every step in the
decolonisation of our continent has
brought greater resistance in those areas
where colonial garrisons are available to
colonialism.

This is the great design of the
imperialist interests that buttress
colonialism and neo-colonialism, and we
would be deceiving ourselves in the most
cruel way, were we to regard their
individual actions as separate and
unrelated. When Portugal violates
Senegal’s border, when Verwoed
allocated one-seventh of South Africa’s
budget to military and police, when
France builds as part of her defence
policy an interventionist force that can
intervene, more especially in French-
speaking Africa, when Welensky talks of
Southern Rhodesia joining South Africa,
it is all part of a carefully calculated
pattern working towards a single end:
the continued enslavement of our still
dependent brothers and an onslaught
upon the independence of our sovereign
African States.

Our people supported us in our fight
for independence because they believed
that African Governments could cure the
ills of the past in a way which could
never be accomplished under colonial
rule. If, therefore, now that we are
independent we allow the same
conditions to exist that existed in colonial
days, all the resentment whichoverthrew
colonialism will be mobilised against us.

Is it not unity alone that can weld us
into an effective force, capable of
creating our own progress and making
our valuable contribution to world peace?
Which independent African State will
claim that its financial structure and
banking institutions are fully harnessed
to its national development? Which will
claim that its material resources and
human energies are available for its own
national aspirations? Which will disclaim
a substantial measure of disappointment
and disillusionment in its agricultural and
urban development?

The resources are there. It is for us to

In independent Africa, we are already
re-experiencing the instability and
frustration which existed under colonial
rule. We are fast learning that political
independence is not enough to rid us of
the consequences of colonial rule.

The movement of the masses of the
people of Africa for freedom from that
kind of rule was not only a revolt against
the conditions which it imposed.

Do we have any other weapon against
this design but our unity? Is not our
unity essential to guard our own freedom
as well as to win freedom for our
oppressed brothers, the Freedom
Fighters?

Our continent is probably the richest in
the world for minerals and industrial and
agricultural primary materials. From the
Congo alone, Western firms exported
copper, rubber, cotton, and other goods
to the value of 2, 773 billion dollars in
the ten years between 1945 and 1955,
and from South Africa, Western gold
mining companies have drawn a profit, in

The symptoms of our troubles will
grow, and the troubles themselves
become chronic. It will then be too late
even for Pan-African Unity to secure for
us stability and tranquillity in our labours
for a continent of social justice and
material well-being. Unless we establish
African Unity now, we who are sitting
here today shall tomorrow be the victims
and martyrs of neo-colonialism.

There is evidence on every side that
the imperialists have not withdrawn from
our affairs. There are times, as in the
Congo, when their interference is
manifest. But generally it is covered up
under the clothing of many agencies,
which meddle in our domestic affairs, to
foment dissension within our borders and
to create an atmosphere of tension and
political instability. As long as we do not
do away with the root causes of
discontent, we lend aid to these neo-
colonialist forces, and shall become our
own executioners. We cannot ignore the
teachings of history.

marshal them in the active service of our
people. Unless we do this by our
concerted efforts, within the framework
of our combined planning, we shall not
progress at the tempo demanded by
today’s events and the mood of our
people.

Yet all the stock exchanges in the world
are preoccupied with Africa’s gold,
diamonds, uranium, platinum, copper
and iron ores. Our capital flows out in
streams to irrigate the whole system of
Western economy.

the four years, between 1947 to 1951, of
814 billion dollars.

Fifty-two percent of the gold in Fort
Knox at this moment, where the U. S. A.
stores its bullion, is believed to have
originated from our shores. Africa
provides more than 60 percent of the
world’s gold. A great deal of the uranium
for nuclear power, of copper for
electronics, of titanium for supersonic
projectiles, of iron and steel for heavy
industries, of other minerals and raw
materials for lighter industries – the
basic economic might of the foreign
Powers – come from our continent.

Our continent certainly exceeds all the
others in potential hydroelectric power,
which some experts assess as 42 percent
of the world’s total. What need is there
for us to remain hewers for the
industrialised areas of the world? It is
said, of course, that we have no capital,
no industrial skill, no communications
and no internal markets, and that we
cannot even agree among ourselves how
best to utilise our resources.

Experts have estimated that the Congo
basin alone can produce enough food
crops to satisfy the requirements of
nearly half the population of the whole
world.

For centuries Africa has been the milk
cow of the Western world. It was our
continent that helped the Western world
to build up its accumulated wealth.
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It is only by uniting our productive
capacity and the resultant production

When the colonies of the American
Continent sought to free themselves
from imperialism in the 18th century
there was no threat of neo-colonialism in
the sense in which we know it today. The
American States were therefore free to
form and fashion the unity which was
best suited to their needs and to frame a
constitution to hold their unity together
without any form of interference from
external sources.

We have the resources. It was
colonialism in the first place that
prevented us from accumulating the
effective capital; but we ourselves have
failed to make full use of our power in
independence to mobilise our resources
for the most effective take-off into
thorough going economic and social
development. We have been too busy
nursing our separate States to
understand fully the basic need of our
union, rooted in common purpose,
common planning and common
endeavour. A union that ignores these
fundamental necessities will be but a
shame.

We, however, are having to grapple
with outside interventions. How much
more, then do we need to come together
in the African unity that alone can save
us from the clutches of neo-colonialism.

It is true that we are now throwing off
the yoke of colonialism as fast as we can,
but our success in this direction is
equally matched by an intense effort on
the part of imperialism to continue the
exploitation of our resources by creating
divisions among us.

that we can amass capital. And once we
start, the momentum will increase. With
capital controlled by our own banks,
harnessed to our own true industrial and
agricultural development, we shall make
our advance.

A decade ago, these would have been
visionary words, the fantasies of an idle
dreamer. But this is the age in which
science has transcended the limits of the
material world, and technology has
invaded the silences of nature. Time and
space have been reduced to unimportant
abstractions. Giant machines make
roads, clear forests, dig dams, layout
aerodromes; monster trucks and planes
distribute goods; huge laboratories
manufacture drugs; complicated
geological surveys are made; mighty
power stations are built; colossal
factories erected – all at an incredible
speed.

We shall accumulate machinery and
establish steel works, iron foundries and
factories; we shall link the various States
of our continent with communications;
we shall astound the world with our
hydroelectric power; we shall drain
marshes and swamps, clear infested
areas, feed the under-nourished, and rid
our people of parasites and disease. It is
within the possibility of science and
technology to make even the Sahara
bloom into a vast field with verdant
vegetation for agricultural and industrial
developments. We shall harness the
radio, television, giant printing presses to
lift our people from the dark recesses of
illiteracy.

The world is no longer moving through
bush paths or on camels and donkeys.

Even for other continents lacking tile
resources of Africa, this is the age that
sees the end of human want. For us it is
a simple matter of grasping with
certainty our heritage by using the
political might of unity. All we need to do
is to develop with our united strength the
enormous resources of our continent. A
United Africa will provide astable field of
foreign investment, which will encourage
as long as it does not behave inimically
to our African interests. For such
investment would add by its enterprises
to the development of the national
economy, employment and training of
our people, and will be welcome to
Africa. In dealing with a united Africa,
investors will no longer have to weigh
with concern the risks of negotiating with
governments in one period which may
not exist in the very next period.

What is the alternative to this? If we
falter at this stage, and let time pass for
neo-colonialism to consolidate its
position on this continent, what will be
the fate of our people who have put their

We cannot afford to pace our needs, our
development, our security to the gait of
camels and donkeys. We cannot afford
not to cut down the overgrown bush of
outmoded attitudes that obstruct our
path to the modern open road of the
widest and earliest achievement of
economic independence and the raising
up of the lives of our people to the
highest level.

Instead of dealing or negotiating with
so many separate States at a time they
will be dealing with one united
government pursuing a harmonized
continental policy.

Unless we can establish great industrial
complexes in Africa – which we can only
do in united Africa – we must have our
peasantry to the mercy of foreign cash
crop markets, and face the same unrest
which overthrew the colonialists? What
use to the farmer is education and
mechanisation, what use is even capital
for development; unless we can ensure
for him and a fair price and ready
market? What has the peasant, worker
and farmer gained from political
independence, unless we can ensure for
him a fair return for his labour and a
higher standard of living?

Unless we can establish great industrial
complexes in Africa, what have the urban
worker, and all those peasants on
overcrowded land gained from political
independence? If they are to remain
unemployed or in unskilled occupation,
what will avail them the better facilities
for education, technical training, energy
and ambition which independence
enables us to provide?

trust in us? What will be the fate of our
freedom fighters? What will be the fate of
other African Territories that are not yet
free?

There is hardly any African State
without frontier problem with its adjacent
neighbours. It would be futile for me to
enumerate them because they are
already familiar to us all. But let me
suggest to Your Excellences, that this
fatal relic of colonialism will drive us to
war against one another as our
unplanned and uncoordinated industrial
development expands, just as happened
in Europe.

Unless we succeed in arresting the
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danger through mutual understanding
onfundamental issues and through
African Unity, which will render existing
boundaries obsolete and superfluous, we
shall have fought in vain for
independence. Only African Unity can
heal this festering sore of boundary
disputes between our various States.

Your Excellencies, the remedy for these
ills is ready to our hand. It stares us in
the face at every customs barrier, it
shouts to us from every African heart. By
creating a true political union of all the
independent States of Africa, we can
tackle hopefully every emergency, every
enemy and every complexity. This is not
because we are a race of superman, but
because we have emerged in the age of
science and technology in which poverty,
ignorance and disease are no longer the
masters, but the retreatingfoes of
mankind. We have emerged in the age of
socialized planning, when production and
distribution are not governed by chaos,
greed and self-interest, but by social
needs.

Together with the rest of mankind, we
have awakened from Utopian dreams to
pursue practical blueprints for progress
and social justice. Above all, we have
emerged at a time when a continental
land mass like Africa with its population
approaching three hundred million are
necessary to the economic capitalization
and profitability of modern productive
methods and techniques. Not one of us
working singly andindividually can
successfully attain the fullest
development. Certainly, in the
circumstances, it will not be possible to
give adequate assistance to sister States

If we do not approach the problems in
Africa with a common front and a
common purpose, we shall be haggling
and wrangling among ourselves until we
are colonized again and become the tolls
of a far greater colonialism than we
suffered hitherto.

trying, against the most difficult
conditions, to improve their economic
and social structures.

Only a united Africa functioning under
a Union Government can forcefully
mobilize the material and moral
resources of our separate countries and
apply them efficiently and energetically
to bring a rapid change in the conditions
of our people.

We have been charged with this sacred
task by our own people, and we cannot
betray their trust by failing them. We will
be mocking the hopes of our people if we
show the slightest hesitation or delay by
tackling realistically this question of
African Unity.

Unite we must. Without necessarily
sacrificing our sovereignties, big or
small, we can, here and now, forge a
political union based on Defence, Foreign
Affairs and Diplomacy, and a common
Citizenship, an African currency, an
African Monetary Zone and an African
Central Bank. We must unite in order to
achieve the full liberation of our
continent. We need a common Defence
system with an African High Command to
ensure the stability and security of
Africa.

The supply of arms or other military
aid to the colonial oppressors in Africa
must be regarded not only as aid in the
vanquishment of the freedom fighters

Many of us have made non-alignment
an article of faith on this continent. We
have no wish, and no intention of being
drawn into the Cold War. But with the
present weakness and insecurity of our
States in the context of world politics,
the search for bases and spheres of
influence brings the Cold War into Africa
with its danger of nuclear warfare. Africa
should be declared a nuclear-free zone
and freed from cold war exigencies. But
we cannot make this demand mandatory
unless we support it from a position of
strength to be found only in ourunity.

battling for their African independence,
but as an act of aggression against the
whole of Africa. How can we meet this
aggression except by the full weight of
our united strength?

Instead, many Independent African
States are involved by military pacts with
the former colonial powers. The stability
and security which such devices seek to
establish are illusory, for the
metropolitan Powers seize the
opportunity to support their neo-
colonialist controls by direct military
involvement. We have seen how the neo-
colonialists use their bases to entrench
themselves and attack neighbouring
independent States. Such bases are
centers of tension and potential danger
spots of military conflict. They threaten
the security not only of the country in
which they are situated but of
neighbouring countries as well. How can
we hope to make Africa anuclear-free
zone and independent of cold war
pressure with such military involvement
on our continent? Only by counter-
balancing a common defence force with a

We need a unified economic planning
for Africa. Until the economic power of
Africa is in our hands, the masses can
have no real concern and no real interest
for safeguarding our security, for
ensuring the stability of our regimes, and
for bending their strength to the
fulfi lment of our ends. With our united
resources, energies and talents we have
the means, as soon as we show the will,
to transform the economic structures of
our individual States from poverty to that
of wealth, from, inequality to the
satisfaction of popular needs. Only on a
continental basis shall we be able to plan
the proper utilisation of all our resources
for the full development of our continent.

We do not want nor do we visualize an
African High Command in the terms of
the power politics that now rule a great
part of the world, but as an essential and
indispensable instrument for ensuring
stability and security in Africa.

How else will we retain our own capital
for our development? How else will we
establish an internal market for our own
industries? By belonging to different
economic zones, how will we break down
the currency and trading barriers
between African States, and how will the

common defence policy based upon our
desire for an Africa untrammelled by
foreign dictation or military and nuclear
presence. This will require an all-
embracing African High Command,
especially if the military pacts with the
imperialists are to be renounced. It is the
only way we can break these direct links
between the colonialism of the past and
the neo-colonialism which disrupts us
today.
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economically stronger amongst us be
able to assist the weaker and less
developed States?

It is important to remember that
independent financing and independent
development cannot take place without
an independent currency. A currency
system that is backed by the resources
of a foreign State is ipso facto subject to
the trade and financial arrangements of
that foreign country.

Because we have so many customs and
currency barriers as a result of being
subject to the different currency systems
of foreign powers, this has served to
widen the gap between us in Africa. How,
for example, can related communities
and families trade with, and support one
another successfully, if they find
themselves divided by
nationalboundaries and currency
restrictions? The only alternative open to
them in these circumstances, is to use
smuggled currency and enrich national
and international racketeers and crooks
who prey upon our financial and
economic difficulties.

No independent African State today by
itself has a chance to follow an
independent course of economic
development, and many of us who have
tried to do this have been almost ruined
or have had to return to the fold of the
former colonial rulers. This position will
not change unless we have unified policy
working at the continental level. The first
step towards our cohesive economy
would be a unified monetary zone, with,
initially, an agreed common parity for our
currencies. To facilitate this arrangement,
Ghana would change to a decimal

When we find that the arrangement of
a fixed common parity is working
successfully, there would seem to be no
reason for not instituting one common
currency and a single bank of issue. With
a common currency from one common
bank of issue we should be able to stand
erect on our own feet because such an
arrangement would be fully backed by
the combined national products of the
States composing the union. After all,
the purchasing power of money depends
on productivity and the productive
exploitation of the natural, human and
physical resources of the nation.

While we are assuring our stability by a
common defence system, and our
economy is being orientated beyond
foreign control by a Common currency,
Monetary Zone and Central Bank of
Issue, we can investigate the resources
of our continent. We can begin to
ascertain whether in reality we are the
richest, and not, as we have been taught
to believe, the poorest among the
continents. We can determine whether
we possess the largest potential in
hydroelectric power, and whether we can
harness it and other sources of energy to
our own industries. We can proceed to
plan our industrialization on a continental
scale, and to build up a common market
for nearly three hundred million people.
Common Continental Planning for the
Industrial and Agricultural development
of Africa is a vital necessity.

So many blessings must flow from our
unity; so many disasters must follow on
our continued disunity, that our failure to
unite today will not be attributed by

system.

The hour of history which has brought
us to this assembly is a revolutionary
hour. It is the hour of decision. For the
first time, the economic imperialism
which menaces us is itself challenged by
the irresistible will of our people.

The masses of the people of Africa are
crying for unity. The people of Africa call
for a breaking down of boundaries that
keep them apart. They demand an end
to the border disputes between sister
African States – disputes that arise out of
the artificial barriers that divided us. It
was colonialism’s purpose that left us
with our border irredentism that rejected
our ethnic and cultural fusion.

Our people call for unity so that they
may not lose their patrimony in the
perpetual service of neo-colonialism. In
their fervent push for unity, they
understand that only its realization will
give full meaning to their freedom and
our African independence.

posterity only to faulty reasoning and
lack of courage, but to our capitulation
before the forces of imperialism.

This point of view conceives of Africa
as a static entity with “frozen” problems
which can be eliminated one by one and
when all have been cleared then we can
come together and say: “Now all is well.
Let us unite”. This view takes no account
of the impact of external pressures. Nor

It is this popular determination that
must move us on to a Union
ofIndependent African States. In delay
lies danger to our well-being, to tour
very existence as free States. It has
been suggested that our approach of
unity should be gradual, that it should go
piece-meal.

The view is also expressed that our
difficulties could be resolved simply by a
greater collaboration through cooperative
association in our inter-territorial
relationships. This way of looking at our
problems denies a proper conception of
their inter-relationship and mutuality. It
denies faith in a future for African
advancement, inAfrican independence. It
betrays a sense of solution only in
continued reliance upon external sources
through bilateral agreements for
economic and other forms of aid.

The fact is that although we have been
cooperating and associating with one
another in various fields of common
endeavour even before colonial times,
this has not given us the continental
identity and the political and economic
force which would help us to deal
effectively with the complicated problems
confronting us in Africa today. As faras
foreign aid is concerned, a United Africa
would be in a more favourable position to
attract assistance from foreign sources.
There is the far more compelling
advantage which this arrangement
offers, in that aid will come from
anywhere to Africa because our
bargaining power would become infinitely
greater. We shall no longer be dependent
upon aid from restricted sources. We

does it take cognizance of the danger
that delay can deepen our isolations and
exclusiveness; that it can enlarge our
differences and set us drifting further
and further apart into the net of neo-
colonialism, so that our union will
become nothing but a fading hope, and
the great design of Africa’s full
redemption will be lost, perhaps, forever.
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shall have the world to choose from.
What are we looking for in Africa? Are

we looking for Charters, conceived in the
light of the United Nations example? A
type of United Nations organisation
whose decisions are framed on the basis
of resolutions that in our experience
have sometimes been ignored by
member States? Where groupings are
formed and pressures develop in
accordance with the interest of the group
concerned? Or is it intended that Africa
should be turned into a lose organization
of States on the model of the
organization of the American States, in
which the weaker States within it can be
at the mercy of the stronger or more
powerful ones politically or economically
or at the mercy of some powerful outside
nations or group of nations? Is this the
kind of association we want for ourselves
in the United Africa we all speak of with
suchfeeling and emotion?

Your Excellences, permit me to ask: is
this the kind of framework we desire for
our United Africa? And arrangement
which in future could permit Ghana or
Nigeria or the Sudan, or Liberia, or Egypt
or Ethiopia for example, to use pressure,
which either superior economic or
political influence gives, to dictate the
flow and the direction oftrade from, say,
Burundi or Togo or Nyasaland to
Mozambique?

We all want a United Africa, united not
only in our concept of what unity can
connote, but united in our common
desire to move forward together and
dealing with all the problems that can
best be solved only on a continental
basis.

When the first Congress of the United
States met many years ago at
Philadelphia, one of the delegates
sounded the first chore of unity by
declaring that they had met in a “state of
nature” in other words, they were not at
Philadelphia as Virginians, or
Pennsylvanians, but simply as
Americans. This reference to themselves
as Americans was in those days a new
and strange experience. May I dare to
assert equally on this occasion, Your
Excellences that we meet here today not
as Ghanaians, Guineans, Egyptians,
Algerians, Moroccans, Malians, Liberians,
Congolese or Nigerians but as Africans.
Africans united in our resolve to remain
here until we have agreed on the basic
principles of a new compact of unity
among ourselves which guarantees for us
and future a new arrangement of
continental government.

If we succeed in establishing a new set
of principles as the basis of a new
Charter or Statute for the establishment
of a Continental Unity of Africa and the
creation of social and political progress
for our people then, in my view, this
Conference should mark the end of our
various groupings and regional blocs. But
if we fail and let this grand and historic
opportunity slip by then we should give
way to greater dissension and division
among us for which the people of Africa
will never forgive us. And the popular
and progressive forces and movements
within Africa will condemn us. I am sure
therefore that we should not fail them.

I have spoken at some length, Your
Excellences, because it is necessary for
us all to explain not only to one another

• As a first step, Your Excellences, a
Declaration of Principles uniting and
binding us together and to which we
must all faithful and loyally adhere, and
laying the foundations of unity should be
set down. And there should also be a
formal declaration that all the
Independent African States here and now
agree to the establishment of a Union of
African States.

• We must also decide on allocation

• As a second and urgent step for
the realization of the unification of Africa,
an All-Africa Committee of Foreign
Ministers be set up now, and that before
we rise from this Conference a day
should be fixed for them to meet. This
Committee should establish on behalf of
the Heads of our Governments, a
permanent body of officials and experts
to work out a machinery for the Union
Government of Africa. This body of
officials and experts should be made up
of two of the brains from each
Independent African State. The various
Charters of the existing groupings and
other relevant document could also be
submitted to the officials and experts. A
praesidium consisting of the Head of the
Governments of the Independent African
States should be called upon to meet and
adopt a Constitution and others
recommendations that will launch the
Union Government of Africa.

present here but also to our people who
have entrusted to us the fate and destiny
of Africa. We must therefore not leave
this place until we have set up effective
machinery for achieving African Unity. To
this end, I nowpropose for your
consideration the following:

2.A Commission to work out a
continent-wide plan for a unified or
common economic and industrial
programme for Africa; this plan should
include proposals for setting up:

My colleagues may have other
proposals. The Committee of Foreign
Ministers, officials and experts should be
empowered to establish:

5. A Commission to make proposals
for Common African Citizenship.

3. A Commission to draw up details
for a Common Foreign Policy and
Diplomacy;

• African Central Bank, and

• A Common Market for Africa
• An African currency

where this body of officials and experts
will work as the new Headquarters or
Capital of our Union Government. Some
central place in Africa might be the
fairest suggestion either at Bangui in the
Central African Republic or Leopoldville in
Congo.

These Commissions will report to the
Committee of Foreign Ministers who
should, in turn, submit within six months
of this Conference their
recommendations to the Praesidium. The
Praesidium meeting in Conference at the

• African Monetary Zone

1.A Commission to frame a
Constitution for a Union Government of
African States;

• Continental Communications
System;

4. A Commission to produce plans for
a Common System of Defence;



In order to provide funds immediately
for the work of the permanent officials
and experts of the Headquarters of the
Union, I suggest that a special
Committed be set up now to work a
budget for this.

Your Excellences, with these steps, I
submit, we shall be irrevocably
committed to the road which will bring
us to a Union Government of Africa.
Only a united Africa with central political
direction can successfully give effective
material and moral support to our
Freedom Fighters in Southern Rhodesia,
Angola, Mozambique, South-West
Africa, Bechuanaland, Swaziland,
Basutoland, Portuguese Guinea, etc.,
and of course South Africa.”

Union Headquarters will consider and
approve the recommendations of the
Committee of Foreign Ministers.
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The Scramble for Data

Observing

T
Carried by its host, the integration of Africa
– based on the Pan Africanism
epistemology – is no-longer a utopian

The unification of Africa has
rapidly evolved from the noble
dreams of Kwame Nkrumah, into
an institutionalised vehicle of
transformation, across the
continent. The end of colonialism
heralded not only the end of an

era, but the beginning of another - an era in
which a brave new continent could start its
own journey towards self-actualisation
undeterred. The epoch opened the door for
Africans to pick up the pieces, in the
aftermath of the gatling gun, which had
long shaped and suppressed the geopolitical
landscape for decades.

a continent on the move:

By Namatirai Zinyohwera
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The founding fathers of the unification of
Africa sowed the first seed, by setting up
the then Organisation of African Unity (now
the African Union), which in the prophecy of
Nkrumah, would bear fruit to establish the
“United States of Africa”. One day is one
day, but here we are with the absolute
advantage, to take a quantum leap forward,
further than the Asian Tigers, into th
e modern history of a free trade area.

Integration of the continent through
operationalisation of the African Continental
Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA), was halted
by a global pandemic and postponed from 1
July 2020 to 1 January 2021. According to
the World Bank, AfCFTA will be the largest
free trade area in the world, measured by
the number of countries participating. It will

dream that can be easily be appropriated or
exploited: in fact, it has now mutated into a
shared identity, across the spectrum of
Africa’s diverse peoples.
Pan Africanism’s digital sphere of influence
has borne witness to the social and cultural
ties that bind across the porous borders
that can no longer hold.

We have the youngest population in the
world, one that has been quick to act and
adapt to new technologies. For a chance to
go online, tinkering young Africans have
salvaged hardware from the west and
purchased cheap products from the far
east. Mobile penetration has been
impressive. So much that companies like
Facebook and Google, have earmarked

connect 1.3 billion people across 55
territories, with a combined GDP of US$3.4
trillion. Growth prospects in the last frontier
of global growth, are at an all-time high and
in the words of President Paul Kagame of
Rwanda, the paradigm shift should enquire
about what Africa can do for the world,
versus what the world can do or donate as
aid to Africa.

To keep the momentum, we must jump-
start the will power of an entire continent.
The will to act is a renewable resource –
one we have in such youthful abundance
here. As such, young people must be given
the agency to occupy relevant spaces,
notwithstanding the top priority of women
empowerment.

Africa for their next one billion users.

Whilst Africa has been very keen to import
various innovations in the technology space,
this has gone without standardisation and
controls, exposing the continent to various
cyber threats. This time round, Africa

This is the moment for the continent’s next
big power move, as the global industrial
complex motions towards the Scramble for
Data. Post Covid-19, the new world order
holds great promise for Africa’s seat at the
global table. The two main global
superpowers are entangled in an unlikely
battle ground and one of the main points of
contention in that bullfight is data. We have
seen this with the imposition of various
sanctions and trade restrictions between the
two fronts, in a simmering cold war.

We accept that Africa is a diverse continent
(countries at different levels of
development), however, technology can be
the vehicle towards an integrated prosperity
for all Africans. Through the digitisation of
“ubuntu”, which is an innate way of life, our
products and services will offer the world
more than just the transaction of demand
and supply. We are on a mission to redirect
the impact of technology on humanity,
towards positive change, with a major focus
on sustainability.

should choose itself, hopefully emerging out
of this decade on the right side of history.
Africa should bolster intra-African trade and
cooperation, looking inward for the
innovation and outwards for inspiration
where necessary.

With our natural resource base, we have all
the necessary raw materials, to back up a
broad-based industrial revolution. More so,
guided by the benefit of hindsight, we can
avoid unsustainable courses of
industrialisation taken by others. We must
be resourceful with the gains of the past
and opportunistic with the prospects of the
present. With inspired leadership, Africa will
progress into its destiny within the next 10
years, uplifting millions above the poverty
line. This is not a distant vision for Africa, it
is within our grasp.

Namatirai is a Business Development Consultant,

specializing in tech startups & enterprises looking to

scale into the African Continental Free Trade Area. A

self-fashioned Pan-African Technology Evangelist,

who believes that technology is the medium for

Africa's Renaissance. Continues to campaign for

data-led innovation, to be at the forefront of

problem-solving in thinktanks across the continent.



H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, the African Union Commission's Chairperson. And with him is the Chairman of the African
Union (and President of the Republic of South Africa).

The Dialogue was convened by the co-
chairs of the AUPG, the Ambassador of
Denmark to the AU, Ms. Karin Poulsen
and US Ambassador to the AU, Ms.
Jessica Lapenn who recently took up the
role of co-chair. The Dialogue was a first

of resource mobilisation and flexible
financing modalities for the
implementation of AU flagships.

The AUDA-NEPAD Chief Executive Officer,
Dr Mayaki outlined the functions of the
Agency, 2020 – 2023 strategic priorities
and resource needs. He articulated on
the AUDA-NEPAD's consolidated
responsibilities emphasizing the function
that relates to undertaking the full range

The AUC Chairperson highlighted that the
transformation of NEPAD into the AU
Development Agency is one of the
cornerstones of the AU reforms. He gave
an update on the reform process and
further elaborated on the mandate of the
AUDA-NEPAD and its delegated
responsibility to spearhead the
implementation of Agenda 2063. The
AUC Chair emphasized the importance of
the decision of the African Union
Assembly which made provisions for the
AUDA-NEPAD to establish a "flexible
financing mechanism" to finance the
implementation of priority development
projects, which necessitates the
mobilization of solid and diverse
partnerships.

H.E Moussa Faki Mahamat led
engagements between the African
Union Development Partners
Group (AUPG) and the AUDA-
NEPAD

The African Union Commission Chair, H.E
Moussa Faki Mahamat led an
engagement between the African Union
Development Partners Group (AUPG) and
AUDA-NEPAD on the Agency's transition
under the AU institutional reform
process.

step by the AUDA-NEPAD towards
strengthening its relationship with
development partners in support of
Africa's socio-economic development and
implementation of Agenda 2063.

The Dialogue provided an opportunity for
the AUPG to deepen its understanding of
the AUDA-NEPAD as the technical arm of
the Union through an engagement with

From the NEPAD DeskFrom the NEPAD Desk
AU leadership. Clear messages were
delivered by H.E Moussa Faki Mahamat
and AUDA-NEPAD Chief Executive Officer,
Dr Mayaki to make a distinction on the
different yet mutually reinforcing roles of
the Commission and Development
Agency in driving Africa's development
Agenda.

Advocating for the Accelerated
Implementation of the African High-
Speed Rail Project

Mr Raila Odinga, the AU High
Representative for Infrastructure
Development in Africa who chaired the
event challenged the continent to walk
the talk, stressing that, "If Europe and
North America could transform their
railway systems in the time they did,
Africa can even do better now."

Mr Odinga noted the many railway
developments across Africa said the

Participants at the webinar on the
African High-Speed Railway Project which
was held on 29 July, called on African
Union and leaders of the continent to fast
track implementation of the high-speed
rail to support the implementation of the
continental free trade area.

Moderated by Mr Olawale Rasheed of the
African Railway Roundtable, the webinar
was organised by the African Union
Development Agency-NEPAD (AUDA-
NEPAD) and facilitated by the agency's
Project Advisor Louis Napo Gnagbe, with
top railway and infrastructure leaders on
the continent participating.
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H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chief Executive Officer
of the African Union Commission
H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chief Executive Officer
of the African Union Commission

The report says governments can't agree
on the problem or the solution, while
resources that could help the world's
poor are being drained by tax abuse,
corruption and financial crime. Estimates
include:

acquisition; engagement with African
private sector; the need to create African
Railway standard; enforcement of
localisation to boost job creation, and;
the urgent need to explore internal
financing through sovereign wealth and
pension funds, among others.

$500 billion losses to governments each
year from profit-shifting enterprises;
$7 trillion in private wealth hidden in
haven countries, with 10% of world GDP
held offshore;

Tax abuse, money laundering and
corruption plague global finance

Governments must do more to tackle tax
abuse and corruption in global finance,
says a panel of former heads of state and
government, past central bank
governors, business and civil society
leaders and prominent academics.

The findings come in an interim report
published today by the High-Level Panel
on International Financial Accountability,
Transparency and Integrity for Achieving
the 2030 Agenda (FACTI Panel),
established by the 74thPresident of the
UN General Assembly and the 75th
President of the UN Economic and Social
Council.

Money laundering of around $1.6 trillion

Citing the new free trade area, the
African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCTA), the AU High Representative said
transport logistics and interconnectivity
are critical to the success of the project,
decrying the very low connectivity
among Africans due to poor transport
connection.

continent has spent a lot of time on
planning and emphasised that now is the
time to hit the ground running as the
world will not wait any longer.

Other takeaways included the need to
possibly shorten the implementation
timetable; fast tracking of ratification of
the Luxembourg protocol for rolling stock

The Director of Infrastructure and Energy
at the AU Commission, Mr Cheikh Bedda
noted the strategic importance of the
high-speed rail to Africa's development.
He informed the meeting participants
that the Commission is set to push ahead
with the implementation process.

While noting the disruption occasional by
the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr Bedda said
the commission leadership is committed
to transforming the pandemic into
opportunity, stressing that the
commission is open to credible
collaboration and partnership to make
the project a reality.

Among the many recommendations of
the webinar was the need to launch
implementation of the high-speed project
after the design and planning issues have
been sorted out.

A launch event for the interim report
will bring the FACTI Panel chairs together
with high-level representatives from
Member States. The Panel hopes the
interim report will generate debate
among policymakers and consensus on
recommendations to be included in a
final report to be published in February
2021.

taxing the digital economy, and more
balanced cooperation on settling
disputes.

Global finance controls haven't kept pace
with a globalized, digitalized world. The
FinCen Files involving $2tn of
transactions revealed this week how
some of the biggest banks have allowed
criminals to move dirty money around
the world. They are the latest reports
from investigative journalists showing
the system to regulate dirty money has
major gaps.

"Corruption and tax avoidance are
rampant. Too many banks are in cahoots
and too many governments are stuck in
the past. We're all being robbed,
especially the world's poor," said Dr.
Dalia Grybauskaitė, FACTI co-chair and
former president of Lithuania. "Trust in
the finance system is essential to tackle
big issues like poverty, climate change
and COVID-19. Instead we get dithering
and delay bordering on complicity," she
said.

Criminals have exploited the pandemic,
says the report, as governments relaxed
controls to speed up healthcare and
social protection. "Our weakness in
tackling corruption and financial crime
has been further exposed by the COVID-
19," said Dr. Ibrahim Mayaki, FACTI co-
chair and ex-prime minister of Niger.
"Resources to stop the spread, keep
people alive and put food on tables are
instead lost to corruption and abuse," he
said.

per year, or 2.7% of global GDP.

The FACTI Panel calls for a more
coherent and equitable approach to
international tax cooperation, including
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This is the theme and the aim of the 6th
edition of the annual Africa Women
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Forum
(AWIEF). #AWIEF2020 is Virtual
Conference to be held on 2nd and 3rd

governing, of doing business and
creating a new society. They had to
rebuild from the ashes of the Plague.
Covid-19 has had limited impact in terms
of the death rate, with fewer than 1 000
000 recorded deaths worldwide, but its
repercussions on the world we knew
have been astronomical, and eminently
more far-reaching than the Black Death.
Not a sector has been left untouched. All
are aware that there will never be a
“back-to-normal”. There must be a total
reimagining of how business and life in
general are conducted if we are to
rebuild from the rubble of Covid-19.

The Black Death that ravaged Europe in
the 14th Century reduced the population
by over 30% and signalled the death of
the Feudal System, but also the growth
of a new socio-economic and political
reality. The feudal structures and
systems in every sphere of life were
completely incapable of dealing with the
crisis and crumbled under the pressure.
Nations had to reimagine themselves,
their purpose, their methods of

Post Covid –
What now?
Reimagining and rebuilding
economies for the future

However, it is women who are suffering

Analysts worldwide have already
pinpointed some common trends: the
significant acceleration towards digital
technology, with many more online
services being created; the accentuated
shift to remote work; the devastating
effect on SMEs; the changes in consumer
behaviour; growing social unrest; cracks
and flaws that have been exposed in
traditional governing and business
structures.

experiences undergone by many different
nations, their societies and economies.
We need to understand where balances
have shifted and try to plot a way
forward that can have valid principles for
each, while remaining flexible for
different local conditions and
circumstances.”

December, 2020. Irene Ochem, founder
of AWIEF, and a sought-after
international speaker on
entrepreneurship, empowerment and
women, explains that there is an urgency
for leaders in government and business,
entrepreneurs and professionals from the
private sector to come to grips with the
new socio-economic realities emerging
from the pandemic and find effective and
practical solutions.
“In every crisis there is a seed of
recovery. Entrepreneurs and pioneering
leaders have always come to the
forefront in times of national and
international crisis, and it is up to them
to unearth those seeds that will produce
future growth,” she points out. “The
conference presents us with an
invaluable opportunity to mine the
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This is the sixth annual AWIEF conference
and is set to reach an ever wider global
audience thanks to its virtual nature. The
conference plays a hugely important role
in promoting and fast-tracking women
empowerment, entrepreneurship and
innovation in Africa. Over the years it has
united the best minds, the thought
leaders and the grassroot practitioners to
share their experiences and their creative
solutions to find new pathways into the
future.

issues so that they can be rebuilt and
restructured. Investment and funding,
access to markets, technology, with an
emphasis on the digital and on-line
explosion, trade and industry, tourism
and hospitality, agriculture and the supply
chain: all have immediate short-term as
well as long-term challenges that must be
confronted now.”

High-level delegates from many African
nations and globally will be among the
government and business leaders
attending. Experts and professionals from
different walks of life will be contributing
their insights. And naturally, there will be
a strong representation of entrepreneurs,
SMEs, diplomatic missions and financial
gurus. Internationally acclaimed speakers
from financial institutions, government,
the development sector, embassies,
corporate business and the wider private
sector will be presenting thought-
provoking and challenging scenarios.

disproportionately. In South Africa, for
example, almost 40% of the households
are headed by women. With massive job
losses caused by the pandemic, they
were left without support. Under
lockdown they frequently had to care for
extended families, were more subject to
domestic violence and saw hard-won
gender and equality rights being eroded.
“These are some of the aspects that
must be explored,” Ochem continues.
“We have to be prepared to throw
traditions and the ‘business-as-usual’
mindset out the window and embrace
this new unknown, but with ingenuity,
and with the resilience that comes from
deeply-held beliefs.”
The SME sector, the real engine room of
the economy, has been severely affected,
with analysts predicting that up to 60%
might be compelled to close doors.
According to McKinsey (July 2020), they
represent more than 98% of business in
South Africa alone, where they employ
50-60% of the country’s workforce
across all sectors and are responsible for
a quarter of the job growth in the private
sector.
“We have to reimagine these sectors,
especially with regard to women
empowerment and equality” stresses
Ochem. “Conference will highlight these

54 55
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the Regional Economic Outlook chapter on
competition, competitiveness and growth
in Sub-Saharan Africa, examines the
effect of trade liberalization using a large
firm-level dataset covering about 400,000
firms in 83 emerging and developing
economies from 2000 to 2017.

The study also focuses on 29 nations in
sub-Saharan Africa where greater trade
integration led to significantly lower
markups. Markups show the ability of
firms to charge consumers above their
costs and are indicators of market power.
The more the competition, the less the
market power and the lower the markups.
Tariff reductions cause a significant

Opening and
integrating
economies is
the way to go

"As economies now look for paths to
recovery from the COVID-19 crisis, new
evidence reaffirms that policies for more
open and trade-integrated economies
could significantly benefit domestic
competition and ultimately may help
lower costs for consumers in emerging
and developing economies.
A recent IMF working paper, building on

decrease in markups in the manufacturing
sector as it typically faces strong
competition from abroad. The Information
and Communication technology (ICT)
sector also experiences important
reductions in markups after tariff cuts,
most likely due to lower costs for imports
in a sector that requires large
investments. This additional effect of

By Jesus Gonzalez-Garcia
and Yuanchen Yang

Call Keoagile Mosanawe
on +26 77 962 532



potent tool for mitigating market power
and has significant synergies with real
sector reforms.

The findings support efforts currently
underway to increase trade integration
among emerging and developing
economies. The African Continental Free
Trade Area, which was the subject of
another Regional Economic Outlook
chapter, as well as a recent IMF Staff
Discussion Note, will go into operation in
January 2021 and is a historic opportunity
to deepen trade and economic
integration.

The empirical evidence presented here
should further strengthen the role of
trade policy as a tool to boost efficiency
as economies around the globe pursue
strategies for recovering from the crisis."

Reducing tariffs lead to significant
declines in markups of about 4% in the 5
years after trade barriers are reduced. In
sub-Saharan Africa the decrease is also
significant. Using sector-specific tariff
rates, it is shown that 10% reduction in
tariffs is associated with a 1% decrease in
markups in the region.
This study also found that when
compared to other policy actions, trade
liberalization appears to be a particularly

liberalization on markups among ICT
firms could be related to the relatively
high capital intensity in this sector, as
opening markets to more imports of
capital goods may contribute to more
competition in this sector and the
reduction of markups of dominant firms.
Overall, sectors with more import
penetration have a stronger response to
tariff reductions.
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George
Bizos -
An agent
of change
George Bizos made removing Apartheid his daily chore
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Standing trial for having left the
country illegally and so on, Nelson
Mandela used the court’s platform to
pronounce on principle and policies
that his organisation stood for.

After explaining his motives for joining
the struggle of the African majority
against a white minority oppressor
group, Mandela stated: “The African
National Congress further believed
that all people, irrespective of the
national groups to which they may
belong, and irrespective of the colour
of their skin, all people whose home is
South Africa and who believe in the
principles of democracy and of
equality of men, should be treated as
Africans…”

For the racist authorities presiding
over the case, this was it. The
communist influenced Mandela would
never change. He should be punished
heavily for just leaving the country
illegally, for at that stage they had no
knowledge of the training Mandela
acquired outside.

But I am convinced that when
Mandela made the above statement,

His own experiences had convinced
him that there were men and women
in this country who belonged to
different national groups, but were
equally committed to democracy and
a life of equality.

he had people like George Bizos, Ruth
First, Bram Fischer, Ahmed Kathrada,
Joe Slovo, Amina Cachalia, Beyers
Naude and many others in his mind.

George Bizos stands out among those
whose daily life and occupation was to
remove apartheid.

As foot soldiers on the international
scene, we were there to mobilise the
world to support our course. What
most people do not know is that Bizos
was also with us quietly helping us to
convince the international community
to put pressure on racist South Africa.

These men and women were prepared
to do everything as long as they lived
to realise this dream.

Like many of us the name of Bizos
was almost the same as that of the
Mandelas. Physically though, I first
met him during my exile days in his
country of origin, Greece.

I was the ANC’s Chief Representative
in Greece and had joined the

Dr Khulu Mbatha pays tribute to Advocate George
Bizos (14 November 1927 – 9 September 2020), a
South African human rights lawyer who has just
departed our shores...
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AWEPAA is an international parliamentary
association that is strictly non-partisan
that was founded by European

parliamentarians in 1984 as the initiative
of Jan Nico Scholten, a former
Dutchpolitician and law specialist.

Association of West European
Parliamentarians for Action against
Apartheid (AWEPA) to invite him to a
conference in Athens. In Greece,
Theodossis Georgiou was the main co-
ordinator of AWEPA.

As President of AWEPA he travelled
through Europe, the United States and
Canada to coordinate and mobilise
support for sanctions in the struggle
against the apartheid regime.

George Bizos was the guest speaker and
participants came from around Europe
and Africa, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of
Greece and Mozambique, Karolos
Papoulias and Pascoal Mocumbi, and
Zimbabwe’s Speaker of Parliament from
1980 to 1990, Didymus Edwin Mutasa.

The conference applauded the message
Bizos delivered and got into the business
of how to intensify sanctions. I had time
to get direct news about the situation at
home from both Bizos and Macozoma.

Around 1992/1993 the ANC ran out of
funds. The organisation could not pay for

Before I left Greece I made sure I also
learned Greek so that I can speak the
‘two-Gs’ of Europe with ease, German and
Greek. I maintained my friendship with
Bizos when I returned from exile.

In 1985, while demonstrating in front of
the South African embassy in Washington
D.C., he got arrested and spent a night in
prison reading a prayer book by
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
The theme of the conference organised by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Greece
under the umbrella of AWEPAA was,
“Frontline States, How to counter SOUTH
AFRICAN DESTABILISATION”. It was held
on 20 – 21 October in 1988.

We also had Sipho Mpofu from Botswana’s
Foreign Ministry, Saki Macozoma from the
South African Council of Churches, the
Dutch activist Klaas de Jonge and Abdul
Minty who led the World Campaign
against Military and Nuclear Cooperation
with South Africa from Oslo.

Participants took time to visit the old
Olympic village in Olympia which is four
hours away by bus from Athens. After this
conference, I went to visit Vasilitsi, the
village town where Bizos was born on the
peninsula of the Peloponnese.

George Bizos was an integral
part of the legal team that
represented Nelson Mandela
and fellow comrades during
the Rivonia trial.
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salaries at the end of one month. The
staff was up in arms. President Mandela
and Secretary-General Cyril Ramaphosa,
were forced to call a meeting with all staff
to assure them that this matter will be
addressed as quickly as possible.

That same afternoon Mandela summoned
Bizos to his office. I was assigned to go
with Bizos. In one evening he had
personally driven me to three places
around Johannesburg. We met Greek
business people who, when Bizos
explained the situation, opened their
coffers and made donations.

The following day I carried the donations
to the office of Thomas Nkobi – Treasurer-
General. Within a week Bizos had
mobilised enough funds to keep the ANC
on its feet and to do well in the
negotiations that were taking place.

For me, George Bizos was not just an
ordinary human rights lawyer. He was a

Καλό ταξίδι φίλε μου, ο Μαντέλα και ο
Μπραμ Φισερ περιμένουν την ενημέρωση
σου

Kalo taskidi fi le mou, o Mandela kai Bram
Fischer perimenoun tin enimerosi sou!

He did so much for South Africa, there
are no words to thank him.

Hamba Kahle Comrade George! (Comrade
George - That’s how I called him.

revolutionary throughout his life. He
survived because he taught himself how
to survive under all circumstances in
order to bring about change.

(Go well my friend, Mandela and Bram
Fischer are waiting for your update!)

Dr Mbatha is an advisor to President Cyril
Ramaphosa, an author, a columnist and a
diplomat.
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remain, the foremost guarantor of world
peace.

To resolve our global challenges – be
they health emergencies, transnational
crime, conflict and war, climate change,
migration or natural disasters – we must
work together.

The UN system is the best means by
which we can address and overcome
these global challenges. And it is only
through multilateralism that we can forge
common strategies for the benefit and
advancement of all.

To realise a just and humane world, the
UN must be fit for purpose, adequately
funded and representative in its decision-
making structures.

South Africa is honoured to participate
in this virtual commemoration of the
establishment of the United Nations
(UN).

Seventy-five years ago the UN Charter
was signed by pioneering men and
women determined to save successive
generations from the scourge of war.

The task before us is to chart the course
for a transformative and inclusive future
in the aftermath of the coronavirus
pandemic; and to do so in a manner that
respects the worth and dignity of every
human being.

This year we pay tribute to 75 years of
solidarity and friendship.

We are steadfast in our belief that the
United Nations is, and must forever

THE UN SHOULD BE
THE GUARANTOR
OF WORLD PEACE
Chairman of the African Union and South African

President Cyril Ramaphosa

His Excellency, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa,
President of the Republic of South Africa
and Chairman of the African Union, made a
statement commemorating the 75th
anniversary of the United Nation.
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to withstand future shocks.
MORE RESILIENT

It is a world where young people are able
to grow and thrive and where women
have equal rights and opportunities.

It is only in meeting the Sustainable
Development Goals that we shall truly
see the fruits of our labour and fully reap
the harvest of our cooperation.

The United Nations remains the most
effective means to meet our collective
goal and to broaden the frontiers of
human endeavour.

On this day that we wish the United
Nations well and longevity into the
future, let us recommit to the ideals of
the Charter.

Let us strengthen the bonds of
cooperation, solidarity and friendship.

We must ensure that the sovereign
equality of nations is protected.
Unilateral coercive measures and
violations of international law must be
dealt with firmly and consistently.

We must strengthen the UN’s
coordination with regional bodies such as
the African Union, to ensure our efforts
are complimentary and mutually
reinforcing.

Global peace is not just about a world
free of conflict.

It also a world free of poverty, inequality
and underdevelopment.

It is a world of inclusive economic growth
and shared prosperity.

Take climate-related shocks, especially in
sub-Saharan Africa. More than any other
region, it is vulnerable to these events
because of its heavy dependence on
rain-fed agriculture and its limited ability to
adapt to shocks. Every year, the livelihoods
of millions are threatened by
climate-induced disasters.

Perhaps first among the many lessons of
2020 is that the notion of so-called black
swan events is not some remote worry.
These purportedly once-in-a-generation
events are occurring with increasing
frequency.

As we all continue to grapple with the
COVID-19 crisis, policymakers also
need to look ahead. Countries need

to ensure that the vast global fiscal
support deployed to fight the

pandemic also works to

Why resilience matters

build a smarter, greener and more equitable
future.

Together, we need to chart a path to a more
resilient recovery.

The IMF’s Regional Economic Outlook for
sub-Saharan Africapublished earlier

this year highlights the lasting
damage in the region from
climate events. Over the medium
term, annual per capita
economic growth can decline an

additional 1 percentage
point with each

Nowhere is that more important than in
sub-Saharan Africa. It is where the needs
are greatest and home to the world’s
youngest population, creating added
urgency to act now to build forward better.

Kristalina Georgieva and Abebe Aemro Selassie outline

how to make our Sub Saharan Africa region
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Nelson Mandela once said: “do not judge
me by my successes, judge me by how
many times I fell down and got back up
again.”

Given the increased frequency of shocks,

drought. That impact is eight times worse
than for an emerging market or developing
economy in other parts of the world.

Take investing in a smarter, digital economy.
The IMF recently found that expanding
internet access in sub-Saharan Africa by
10% of the population could increase real
per capita GDP growth by as much as 4%.

In other words, a recovery that raises
resilience will not just save lives, but will
also translate into higher living standards,
better-quality jobs, and more opportunity
for all.

building capacity to withstand them
becomes essential to protect development
gains.

To achieve this, fiscal and financial policies
need to prioritise investing in people,
infrastructure, and coping mechanisms.

Empowering people

Investing in healthcare and education can
pay large dividends in terms of growth,
productivity, gender equity, and living
standards. But investing in people is also

2

Nelson Mandela once
said: “do not judge me
by my successes,
judge me by how
many times I fell down
and got back up
again.”

Director of the African Department at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Abebe Aemro Selassie

critical for building resilience.
People who are physically resilient spend
less on extra medical care and, if they do
fall sick, they return to work or school
sooner.

Access to new technologies can help
farmers and doctors. Sierra Leone launched
a new drone corridor last November, the
first in West Africa, to monitor agricultural
conditions and enable rapid delivery of
medicine. Better mobile phone networks
mean better access to early warning

Of course, good health depends on good
nutrition. When a climate shock hits, having
access to enough safe and nutritious foodis
essential to survival. And this is where
better education on the impact of climate
change can help countries safeguard
agricultural output. In Chad, for example,
farmers are improving water retention
through new rainwater harvesting
techniques.

systems and weather information—even in
the form of simple voice messages—that
enable more productive and climate-smart
agriculture.

Our analysis shows that, on average,
digitally-connected firms in the region
employ eight times more workers, and
create higher skilled, full-time jobs.

But investing in people is more than just
finding better ways to do existing jobs. It is
also about carving out new jobs. Better
jobs. It is therefore vital to invest in
building digital skills.

Enhancing infrastructure

Also, increased internet penetration is
associated with a larger share of women
working in the services sector—the shift to
more employment in services is two and a
half times larger for women than men.

Good infrastructure is the backbone of any
healthy and resilient economy. However, in

2

Nelson Mandela once
said: “do not judge me
by my successes,
judge me by how
many times I fell down
and got back up
again.”
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Kristalina Georgieva
Managing Director of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)

Kristalina Georgieva
Managing Director of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)

a region where large-scale infrastructure
investments are already badly needed,
there is an added premium on infrastructure
investments that are smart, green and
inclusive.

While the pandemic seems set to accelerate
sub-Saharan Africa’s digital transformation,
this won’t happen by itself. It requires
substantial investment in
infrastructure—both digital-friendly

traditional infrastructure (including more
reliable electricity) and digital-ready
information technology infrastructure.

Almost all countries in the region, except
just a few, are connected through
submarine cables or via cross-border
terrestrial links. But more needs to be done
to improve digital access within countries
and to reverse the widening gender gap.

Digital and climate-resilient infrastructure
can go hand-in-hand. One-fifth of
sub-Saharan Africa’s electricity is generated
from hydropower—which is susceptible to
droughts—so we need greater efforts to
diversify electricity sources over the long
run.

This means moving towards other
renewable energy sources, such as solar
and wind power. This shift will help reduce
carbon emissions, spread electrification,
and create jobs. In Kenya, the government
increased access to electricity from 40 –
70% of the population in large part through
the use of small, off-grid, solar-powered
energy plants. The added bonus is that the
pay-as-you-go, mobile money model makes
this initiative accessible and easy to
expand, plus it created 10 times more jobs
than in traditional utilities.

Strengthening coping mechanisms
Following a shock, social assistance and
access to finance, among others, act as
buffers that help people and businesses
cope. They compensate for lost
income—allowing households to smooth
consumption and buy essentials like
food—and make it possible for businesses to
continue operating.

At the same time, countries faced with the
ravages of climate events need greater
investment in weather-resilient
infrastructure. For instance, Mozambique’s
Beira Port—a major regional trade and
transportation hub—was operational within
days of each of two consecutive cyclones
thanks to extensive drainage systems and
well-constructed buildings and roads.

A good example is Ethiopia’s Productive
Safety Net Program, which provides
emergency cash transfers to food-insecure
households. By requiring recipients to use
bank accounts, the transfers are received
quickly and financial inclusion has
improved.

Broadening access to finance for
low-income households and small
businesses helps them better cope during a
shock. It also makes it easier for
households to empower themselves by
investing in health, education, and so on,
and for businesses to invest in productive
projects.

Where digitalisation supports better policy
design and better economic outcomes, it
can be a win-win.
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Kristalina Georgieva
Managing Director of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)

Abebe Aemro Selassie
Director of the African Department at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Kristalina Georgieva
Managing Director of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)

Abebe Aemro Selassie
Director of the African Department at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
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Governments are also taking advantage of
the region’s leadership in mobile money to
provide immediate support to households
and businesses, while promoting social
distancing. For instance, Togo’s “NOVISSI”
social protection program uses mobile
money and electronic cash transfers to
support informal sector workers impacted
by COVID-19.

For one, it will be expensive. Precisely
estimating the costs is not easy given
complementarities between investments in
people, infrastructure, and policies. But it
will certainly be in the hundreds of billions
of dollars in the coming years.

One thing is clear: achieving a resilient
recovery in sub-Saharan Africa, as
elsewhere, will not be easy.

Meanwhile, of course, the COVID-19 crisis is
taking a toll on the region’s already limited
fiscal space. And even before the crisis, The fact is investing in a more resilient

Third, support from the international
community will be vital. Stepped-up debt
relief, financing, and capacity development
will all be needed.

most countries’ public debts were increasing
rapidly.

Second, it will require transformative
reforms. Important as external support will
be, it will be neither effective nor sufficient
unless policy-induced distortions that
stymie private investment are eliminated or
public finance management systems
improve. More domestic revenue
mobilisation will also be
imperative—something which digitalisation
can help by improving the efficiency of
collection.

As we noted at the outset by invoking
Nelson Mandela, getting back up after being
knocked down is key.
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Some of our achievements.

-Top school inAthletics (primary)2018

Top school in soccer, Inner city league.2018

-Top school in Volleyball.2017

Phoenix College has made its mark as a valuable and integral

part of the community by obtaining:

-Top IsizuluTeacher (Ms S Sebata)2019

-Top Student – 7 Distinctions Sibabalo Matwele2019

-Second in Gauteng in Maths Literacy – Dumolwethu2019

Dlamini

-Second in National Commerce Olympiad2019

-Top school in drama in Gauteng.2018

-Menelisi Ncube Under 18 Top Chess player for2018

Gauteng.

-Top debating team in Gauteng.2017

-Number 1 Volleyball team for U15 & 17 in the2017

district.

- Rachel Mhlomi 2 in Gauteng School Chessnd2013

student in Johannesburg South, thereby being awarded

the Nelson MandelaTrophy.

-Zakhele MthembuTop learner in Gauteng Maths Lit2015

- Our top student for 2012 in grade 12, Nkosinathi2012

Sibanda, was theTop (Dux)

- Winners of the HSS trophy for Gauteng for grade 102012

- Obtaining the trophy for the “TopAchieving School”2008

in Gauteng South..

Ms S Sebata – Top Matric Educator in the district in Isizulu

Home Language. (2012, 2015, 2016)

-Runners up inTV Maths/Science show.2012

Ms N Nleya –Top Matric Educator In the district in English

FAL(2013, 2014)

- Visit by Professor, Doctor Ball, head of Education2012

and prolific author visits Phoenix College

Providing skills training courses such as Entrepreneurship

and Project Management to learners, when available,

placing them in front of the queue for jobs or university

entrance upon completing their school education.

Providing an outreach program consisting of computer

and mathematics lessons to learners from public schools

in the townships on Saturday mornings at R16-00 per

lesson.

-Best production ensemble in drama2016

-Talia Ndlovu Captained Gauteng Chess Team that2017

came 2 in SANational Competition.nd

-Top Matric students in Economics and Business2017

Studies

-Thabisani Sibanda obtained a UNISA certificate for2017

CELLO.

- Obtaining an international award from a Swedish2007

N.G.O. as a child caring school.

The main needs for Phoenix College are to:
� Supply free textbooks or learner support material

and free stationery.

� Primary School

About us

� A caring and excellent management

� Obtain additional computers and technical learning
equipment such as projectors and screens, camera
surveillance for security purposes, a public address
system as well as an electronic access control and a
Science Laboratory

� Pre-school

� High School

� Commitment to quality standards of education and

What we offer:

� Technology oriented education

Phoenix College was founded in 1994.

The school has:

� A vision oriented leadership

Main needs

Since the founding of Phoenix College, in 1994, it has
been providing quality education at an affordable cost.
Today it is one of the best “low fee independent
schools” serving the lower socio economic group of
previously disadvantaged learners. It was recently
mentioned in “Hidden Assets”, a report by the “Centre
for Development and Enterprise” on “low fee
independent schools”, sponsored by the Templeton
Foundation in the U.S.A. This was followed by a visit by
Professor, Doctor Ball, head of Education and prolific
author visiting Phoenix College in 2012.
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The AfCFTA’s primary objectives are to
create an integrated continental market for
goods and services, with free movement of
business persons and investments, and thus
paving the way for accelerating the
establishment of the Continental Customs
Union. The AfCFTA will cover a market of
1.2 billion people and a gross domestic
product (GDP) of $2.5 trillion, across all 55

Perhaps I should first confess that it has
been quite tempting to find oneself not
paraphrasing Dr Salomao’s riveting book
instead of using it as a basis for my
reflection on some of the contentious issues
it is raising. For me, this thought-provoking
book, aptly titled “Memoires on the SADC I
Served”, is an opportune intervention which
could serve as a blueprint for regional
integration particularly right now as we are
aggressively advancing towards the
implementation of the Africa Continental
Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) which is
intended to integrate the continent into a
single market.

member States of the African Union.

Besides recognising that Dr Salomao is an
economist, my intervention will focus to a
large extent - if not solely - on the
contribution he made to the regional
integration of southern Africa into an
organic body, Southern African
Development Community (SADC), that
metamorphosed from the erstwhile almost
loose association of member states, the
Southern African Development Coordinating
Conference (SADCC).

Although Dr Salomao shares his discomfort
as an economist raring to manage the
economic development of the region who
found himself too involved in extinguishing
political fires in southern Africa - and these
included the coup de tat in Madagascar and
the rising political strife in Zimbabwe - I am
confidently saying his track record from his
ministerial posts in Mozambique until his
ascension as the Executive Director of SADC
details his achievements in integrating our
regional economies through the

Infrastructure development
is a critical driver of regional
integration…

These are the remarks by H.E. Mr Kgalema Motlanthe, former
President of the Republic of South Africa, at the recent launch of
Dr Tomaz Augusto Salomao’s book held at the University of the
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg.



In presiding over negotiations for a political
settlement to the deepening violent crisis in
Zimbabwe in 2011, Dr Salomao
distinguished himself as sharp negotiator
who was trusted by all the warring parties.
This gave legitimacy to the process and led
to the subsequent signing of the Global
Political Agreement been signed. The
antagonistic parties signed this peace
agreement as a contract to end the hitherto
violent conflicts and ultimately to build and
consolidate peaceful initiatives. This
milestone could doubtlessly be attributed to
Dr Salomao’s diplomatic feat.

According to the World Bank, the benefits
accruing from regional integration are
improvement in market efficiency; sharing
the costs of public goods or large
infrastructure projects; deciding policy
collaboratively; a desire to reform;
developing a building block for global
integration; and last but not least, reaping
other noneconomic benefits, such as peace
and security.

Without creating an impression of
cultivating the cult of personality, Dr
Salomao’s contribution suggests one
wouldn’t be off-the-mark to deduce that his
name is synonymous with the concept of
“regional integration” in SADC. Theorists
argue regional integration could be
described as an agreement between a
number of countries in a geographic region
to reduce and ultimately remove “tariff and
non-tariff barriers to the free flow of goods,
services, and factors of production between
each other”.

On a lighter note, one uncontrollably

development of critical economic
infrastructure.

In reading Dr Salomao’s treatise, one is
reminded by the strategic pursuit by the
African Development Bank (ADB) of the
continent’s socio-economic development
when it crafted four succinct strategic
objectives that eloquently summed up the
African Union’s strategic plan, which is
dubbed “Agenda 2063”, by stating: Feed
Africa; Power Africa; Industrialise Africa;
and finally, Integrate Africa.

Although Dr Salomao’s book, “Memoires on
the SADC I Served”, outlines his
involvement in regional development in the
Southern Africa, it eloquently captures the
four objectives as outlined by this pan-
African development finance institution. The
books gives meaning to the regional
integration approach adopted by the African
Union as a building block towards the
ultimate economic integration through the
Africa Free Continental Free Trade
Agreement (AfCFTA) which will soon be
launched [on 1 January 2021].

This is a highly decorated leader who has
occupied several strategic ministerial

chuckles at the irony that although Dr
Salomao was once recognised with an
award “for preserving his country’s national
sovereignty”, in practice he was a fierce
advocate for regional integration even
though he understood that one of the
disadvantages of this effort could largely
result in the loss of a country’s national
sovereignty in addition to a shifting of the
workforce; less efficiency in trade diversion
from productive exporters to less capable
exporters; and possible establishment of
trade barriers to non-members as frowned
upon by the World Trade Organisation
(WTO).

portfolios in his home country such as the
Minister of Finance and Planning and also
the Minister of Transport and
Communications.

Before ascending to the apex position as
Executive Secretary of SADC, he had served
as the Chairperson of the SADC Transport
and Communications Committee from 2000
to 2002.

Dr Tomaz Salomao is the former Executive

Dr Salomao’s story is a noble one about the
critical role played by infrastructure in
economic development which will drive
economic growth, generate employment
and alleviate poverty. Some of his illustrious
projects include the Maputo Corridor;
Nacala Development Corridor and Beira
Development Corridor.

Secretary of the Southern African
Democratic Community (SADC) from 2005
to 2013. During his tenure, he crafted the
SADC Roadmap laying the foundation for
the SADC Free Trade Area which was
launched three years after his appointment.

The book itself highlights the dynamics and
complexities of regional integration which
include inadequate skills and expertise that
may impact negatively on regional
integration policy design.

I wouldn’t conclude my speech without
congratulating the University of
Witwatersrand to afford Dr Salomao an
opportunity to serve as the Visiting
Research Fellow at the Wits School of
Governance. The role of universities in
providing capacity in refining the regional
mechanisms such as institutional and policy
development cannot be underestimated.

Our universities have to acknowledge that
in knowledge production, one has to

In addressing the inadequate and
underdeveloped infrastructure in this
southern part of the continent, he oversaw
the SADC Regional Infrastructure
Development Master Plan which was
subsequently adopted in 2012 - and this
currently serves as a strategic blueprint for
infrastructure development programmes in
the region.
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Dr Tomaz Salomao holding a copy
of his book



1414

appreciate the dialectical interdependence
between the “inside-out“ and the
“outsidein“
approaches. And a studious care has to be
undertaken in avoiding the common
mistake of the one dimensionality approach
often adopted by the institutions of higher
learning in churning out theories that are
not necessarily grounded on praxis. It is
within this context that the University of the
Witwatersrand has to be commended in
having engaged Dr Salomao in the role he

occupies here.

Congratulations to Dr Salomao on reaching
this milestone of publishing this book. It
isn’t just profiling Dr Salomao, but it also
takes us down memory lane chronicling the
challenges and opportunities of regional
integration in southern Africa from when the
precursor to SADC, the Southern African
Development Coordination Conference
(SADCC), was launched in 1980.
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Interrogating Africa’s brand

Solly Moeng, the
Founder and
Convener of the
Africa Brand
Summit, provides
the raison d’être for
the continent’s
premier annual
conference, taking
place from 7 and 8
October 2020.
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Prof Thuli Madonsela of Stellenbosch UniversityProf Thuli Madonsela of Stellenbosch University

Having successfully hosted the Brand
Summit South Africa in Cape Town in May
2018, then in Sandton, South Africa, in
June 2019, calls have continued to grow for
the event's thematic and strategic focus to
move faster and address more Pan-African
issues, instead of just one country.
Destination perception issues at country-
level also reappear at continental level, at
home and abroad, and inform attitudes
about individual countries and the entire
African continent.

Ultimately, perceptions inform investor
sentiments and attitudes. They can make or
break any destination's success in
generating goodwill, which is the basis for
positive engagements with the outside
world.

Individual countries in Africa and the
continent at a broad level continue to fail
using all of their resources and potential to
benefit African economic development and

to position the continent as net exporter of
food crops, a magnet for key and rare
global skills, a magnet for foreign tertiary
students seeking quality higher education
whose credentials are respected around the
world, as well as a magnet for lucrative
foreign exchange earning business in
Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and
Events.

African leaders must also work harder at
creating an enabling environment for cross-
country and regional business; growth of
the agrarian economy, seamless movement
of goods and skills, as well as business
friendly customs regimes where companies,
especially established brands that work
across various borders, do not get
subjected to unnecessary red tape.

tProject Contex

In the minds of millions of people around
the world, especially those who have never � Individual countries in Africa, and

throughout the continent as a whole,

been to Africa, perceptions about Africa
tend to be negative, on the whole.
Immediate associations with Africa/ being
African, often stereotypically reference
poverty, corruption, laziness, maladies,
backwardness, archaic traditional systems,
mores that stand in the way of modernity,
etc. Such perceptions often work against all
efforts to promote Africa as a place to do
business, to go for tertiary studies, etc. In
the end, they impede Africa's full
integration into the world economy on an
equal footing, as a place of new knowledge
creation and innovation beyond it being a
mere source of natural resources for more
developed economies.

Since the Africa Brand Summit proposes to
become a respected platform for frank,
politically unaligned, conversations - a place
where Africans get to look into the mirror
and acknowledge their own role in Africa's
perennially negative image - some people
might find it to be an uncomfortable
platform to participate in.

To date, we have managed to attract the
participation of highly respected, ethical,
and inspirational leaders in the public
service, private business, civil society,
media, etc. to speak at the summit. They
have come from South Africa, Namibia,
Nigeria, Ethiopia, Benin, Cameroon, Ghana,
USA, Burkina Faso, Finland, Russia,
Hungary, India, the UK, Switzerland,
Portugal, Bulgaria, etc. Their impact,
individually and collectively, has raised the
bar for us. We intend to keep it that way.

Justification for the project

continue to suffer from perceptions, at
home and around the world, that work
against the continent's need to generate
global esteem and respect;

� As a result of the generally negative
perceptions of Africa and what it means
to be African, Africans tend to be
negatively profiled and treated with
suspicion when they 1) Go through
customs/passport control around the
world; 2) Enter restaurants, stores,
business meetings, etc.; 3) Apply for or
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Busisiwe Mavuso, the CEO of Business
Leadership South Africa

� AND to eventually establish an Africa-
based global destination image 'research
and advisory service' to provide globally
applicable best practice in destination
branding, positioning, and destination
reputation management. The service's
approach will aim to be 80% proactive
and 20% curative, helping countries
understand possible reputational
ramifications of new policy proposals
before they are adopted (80%). There
will also be crisis recovery advisory
services on how best to manage 'in crisis'
and 'post-crisis' communication.

� The discussions will therefore ask:

� arrive at new professional appointments,
as they get assumed to be
incompetent/potential criminals until
they prove themselves otherwise, even
when they possess respected academic
qualifications and are experienced in
their field of expertise.

� The Africa Brand Summit is a lot more
than an annual event where people come
and exchange ideas, network, and then
go back home. Deliberations at each
annual event will be underpinned by
research on the current and evolving
image/reputational status of Africa,
globally, with selective country and
regional deep dives.

� What is the current reputation/image of
Africa as a whole, each of its five regions,
and of select influencer countries?

� How does such an image /reputation

� To initiate, facilitate and host frank, pan-
African, conversations about the current
image of Africa (continent's brand image)
and how it impacts perceptions, goodwill
and, eventually, socio-economic
development.

The Approach: summary

Conclusion

This annual event would not have come as
far as it has without the support of partners
in business, government, civil society,
academia, local and international sector and
professional bodies, media, and other
sectors of society.

The Africa Brand Summit is more than just
an annual talk shop. It has already been
cited on several occasions as a body urging
government in South Africa to begin
speaking in one voice and come up with
clear political and economic policies. It will
continue to reach out to African policy
influencers and legislators in order to
positively engage them with a view to
influencing their policy decisions for the
benefit of Africa.

influence attitudes in Africa and across
the world?

� What are the key drivers/ influencers of
such an image/reputation?

� What must be done to augment/enhance
the positive aspects and to progressively
eliminate the negative ones?

� What recommendations will be made for
policy makers and other leaders in
politics, corporate/business, civil society,
media, etc. to get them to understand
their respective roles and, eventually, get
them to play their part in generating,
through their conduct, a progressively
positive image of Africa, on the whole,
and render it more attractive and
hospitable for key skills (including those
of expatriate Africans across the globe),
(business) tourists, investors, global
corporations, multilateral organisations,
etc.?
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Sisa Ntshona, the CEO of SA Tourism

The bias of the summit's programmatic content will always
start at local level, with its successive host countries,
followed by their regions, then the whole continent. For
global benchmarking, speakers and panellists will come from
across the globe.

Reliable, tested scientific research will always be at the core
of our deliberations.

Our sponsoring partners will always benefit from
opportunities for brand exposure, networking with key
decision makers in their and other related fields, as well as
opportunities to influence policy decision-making through
the platforms created by the summit.

The speaker list is star-studded, featuring a diverse range of
local and international experts who have materially
influenced the reputation of admired nations and private
sector brands. These include Prof Patrick Loch Otieno
Lumumba, Prof Thuli Madonsela of Stellenbosch University;
Sisa Ntshona, the CEO of SA Tourism; and Busisiwe Mavuso,
CEO of Business Leadership South Africa.



Mabel Kester, based in
Italy, chronicles the life
and times of her late
husband, Joseph Gabriels,
the classical tenor who
defied apartheid and
made his mark beyond
Africa’s borders...

Even though he could not read music, he
spent a lot of time teaching the coons in
District Six to sing. The Young Stars, a

Joseph Gabriels was born in Salt River,
Cape Town in April 1937. Joey, as his
friends called him, started as a choir boy
for St. Lukes church. A teacher who heard
him sing “Because” at a school concert
suggested he takes singing seriously. He
later joined a Cape Malay Choir. He
started out with the Mario Lanza type of
song in all the local shows around the
country.

team of 600 coons, won the annual
competition on Green Point track once
singing Ave Maria in Latin. A fantastic
reward for both Joey and the coons
because they couldn’t read music and
they didn’t even understand Latin. The
main thing for them was they just wanted
to sing and be part of Cape Town’s New
Year celebrations.

Joseph was discovered by Joseph Manca,

South Africa’s

made his mark in Verdi’s territory
classical music ambassador

Joseph Gabriel - An Italian based tenor

South Africa’s

made his mark in Verdi’s territory
classical music ambassador
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He had his own radio programme on
Springbok radio every Thursday evening
called The Voice of Firestone (1965/1966)
- featuring the Firestone Strings’
conductor Jay Wilbur.

Joseph sang mostly Neapolitan folk songs
although he had received no musical or
vocal training while in South Africa. In
1967 he received a bursary from the
Schneier family of Johannesburg to study
in Milan, Italy. The apartheid government
decided to give us exit passports -
meaning we were never allowed to return
to South Africa. Italy became our home.

Joseph sang with the EOAN group from
1955 to 1966. His repertoire included:
Rose Marie, Rigoletto, La Bohème, La
Traviata, Madama Butterfly, Il Trovatore,
Carmen, Die Fledermaus and Verdi’s
Requiem .

musical director of the EOAN GROUP. The
EOAN GROUP, a voluntary, cultural group
was started in District Six in 1933. The
name Eoan comes from the Greek word
'Eos', the goddess of the dawn. In Greek
mythology she is personified as the one
who brings the hope of a new day. The
group's founder, Helen Southern-Holt, a
British immigrant chose this name
because it referred to her desire to bring
hope and cultural opportunities to the
community of District Six and all the
gifted actors, musicians and dancers in
Cape Town who wanted to express their
life’s calling, but couldn’t because of their
colour and the apartheid system. The
“non-white” populations were not allowed
to see any shows that were being held at
the theatres in South Africa.

Completing his studies, his star shone
brighter and brighter in the country that
gave birth to the music genre that he fell
in love with from an early age. In 1969 he
won the famous Verdi competition in
Busseto, the birthplace of Verdi.
He made his debut on 5th February 1971
at the Metropolitan Opera House in New
York as Canio in I Pagliacci - the first ever
South African to sing there. He later sang

Don Carlos, Madama Butterfly and Il
Trovatore with Dusseldorf Opera and
Duisburg and was invited to sing for the
Vatican.

He then appeared with the English
National Opera in the full version of
Verdi's Don Carlos. He was also a regular
singer at a cultural centre in Fidenza, in
Italy.

Unfortunately, Joseph’s career was cut
short because of a terrible illness,
Emphysema, which moved in slowly
without anyone realising it.

When he was very ill, he chose to come
back home to his roots. He sadly passed
away on 26 January 1995 at the Groote
Schuur hospital.

When the former president Nelson
Mandela was very ill, I decided to send
him Joseph’s aria “Nessun Dorma” which
he had sung in his dedication to the
global icon. I wanted to wish him all the

In fact, The Gabriels’home in Milan was
right from the start, always a refuge for
stranded South Africans passing through
Milan who needed assistance.

He wanted to return to South Africa, his
home, to enjoy the musical sunshine in
his homeland which he could not enjoy to
the full as an artist because of his colour.
Even though he lived in Milan, his heart
was always in South Africa.

The name Eoan comes from
the Greek word 'Eos', the
goddess of the dawn. In
Greek mythology she is
personified as the one who
brings the hope of a new day.

Joseph and Mabel
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“Jerusalema” Craze
takes the world

by storm

“Jerusalema” Craze
takes the world

by storm
Dithako Nakedi taps into the dance frenzy
that gives hope to the world amidst the
devastating meted out to humanity by the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic…

Nearer home there was such moments

The Yanks’ first man on the moon… Neil
Armstrong… For the tight upper-lipped
British, there was Winston Churchill.

There comes a time in a nation’s history
that compatriots set aside differences to
embrace a brilliant moment.

The Yanks’ first man on the moon… Neil
Armstrong… For the tight upper-lipped
British, there was Winston Churchill.

Nearer home there was such moments
aplenty, with Chris Barnard’s first heart
transplant and – the horror of all horrors,
apartheid architect HF Verwoerd coming
into power. Then magic of Nelson Mandela
and likewise; the legendary pan-Africanist
Robert Sobukwe; and the Black
Consciousness stalwart, Steve Bantu
Biko.

The griots of the land – as proudly
symbolised by the present day Master
KG’s “Jerusalem” craze – have been up
there among the South African nation’s
crème de la crème.

And then there was also Es’kia Mphahlele,
impresario Gibson Kente, Bassie Head
and Drum magazine’s own illustrious

Dithako Nakedi taps into the dance frenzy
that gives hope to the world amidst the
devastating meted out to humanity by the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic…

There comes a time in a nation’s history
that compatriots set aside differences to
embrace a brilliant moment.

This dates back to, among others, the
internationally-acclaimed mass opera,
King Kong. Suffice to say the latter
theatrical spectacle featured the likes of
Hugh Masekela, Kippie Moeketsi and a
host of other luminaries. It would be an
injustice against the backdrop of the
recent Heritage (September) Month in
South Africa, not to mention wordsmiths
such as Herman Charles Bosman from a
one street town, Groot Marico, in the
North West province.

It is important to note that the flashes of
brilliance such as Ladysmith Black Mambazo
and indeed Jerusalema, raise universal
eyebrows elsewhere. That is, people who
matter on Broadway want to know what else
is available in terms of art production in South
Africa and the African continent at large.

rascal, Can Tthemba and his equally gifted
journalism rebels, Casey Motsisi, Bob Godani
and the carcass, Doc Bikitsha.

Indeed, for the first time since the light
almost dimmed on Africa’s cultural stage with
the passing on of Miriam Makeba, Fela Kuti,
Pépé Kallé and Manu Dibangu, the motherland
is moving in one single step, even the African
Diaspora and broader community of the world
of nations take a step this way and that way
to the rhythm of “Jerusalema” – thanks to the
musical wizardry South African songster and
producer, Master KG (real name, Kgaogelo
Moagi), and featured Nomcebo Zikote. The
hit song was then remixed by Nigeria’s
superstar, Burna Boy.
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According to reports, the upbeat track also
topped the South African charts during the
festive December season. During the anti-
COVID 19 lockdown imposed in the country
in March this year, a group of friends got
together to shoot a video dancing to the
tune hoping to lighten up the people’s
spirits amidst the dim mood and anxiety
that engulfed the country. This video
spread like wildfire on social media
platforms and it soon ignited the global

South African President, H.E. Mr Cyril
Ramaphosa, in pronouncing the easing
down of the COVID 19-related lockdown
regulations, recently endorsed the
Jerusalem dance challenge and encouraged
communities to participate in their great
numbers during the Heritage Day on 24
September.

The Jerusalem dance routine has
undoubtedly brought about renewed hope
for happiness against the backdrop of
difficult times during the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic that ravished the
continent and the world at large. Although
it’s a plea to God to take them to the
heavenly Jerusalem, the song has united
the entire world and broke all the barriers
across the colour bar, gender, age and
religious affiliation. The sound track has
reportedly been streamed more than 60
million times on Spotify.

The dance steps for the song,
“Jerusalema”, were created in Angola
before catching the imagination of
politicians, church ministers and business
magnates across the world. The Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation had reportedly
offered to support the Global Development
of the Jerusalem Dance.

trend that took the world by storm.

The Australian High Commissioner in South
Africa, Gita Kamath, said that Australia was
dancing in solidarity with Africa and that
they loved the rich culture and diversity in
the continent. The High Commissioner also
announced that her country has accepted
the challenge on the “Jerusalem Dance”.

In the video shot in South Africa, a group
of young men holding plates of food during
lunch started to demonstrate the dance
routine to their female counterparts who
then joined in. The video was soon
followed by another one shot from Portugal
and it also went viral.

The Chinese Diplomats in South Africa
couldn’t be left behind. “Let’s celebrate
Heritage Day with love and passion and
show the world what we are capable of!”

Many more countries have taken up the
challenge as they hope it will bring
sunshine as the world tackles the faceless
enemy that has devastated the health
systems across the world and many lives
were lost. The dance has become so very
popular in Africa that every second house
is either playing the song, tapping their
fingers to the tune, or even in public
dancing in groups to the song.
Believe it or not, it is reported in Zimbabwe
a rescued elephant has been trained to
dance to the beat of Jerusalem.

The French embassy team in South Africa
was happy to be part of the challenge too.
And so it was also with the Swedish
diplomats.
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